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1 Jonx iv. 19. We loved bin, becauſe be firſt 


lowed us. 


HE great Deſign of the Goſpel, 
' Goſpel Ordinances and Sacraments, 
is to commend the Love of God 
in Chriſt. The Sacrament of the 
Supper is a Love-Feaft, and they 
that have their Senſes ſpiritually 
—= exerciſed therein, will find readily 
all their Senſes filled with Love. What do they bear 
but Lowe ? What do they ſee but Lowe ? What do 
they taſte but Lowe ? What do they feel but Lowe F 
What do they /mell but Lowe ? It is a ſweet Ac- 
count we have of God, wer. 16. O happy they 
that have fo learned the Goſpel-Catechiſm from 
their Experience, as to be able to anſwer to that 
Queſtion, What is God And to ſay, God is Love: 
He is Eſſential, Boundleſs, Bottomleſs, Infinite Lowe. 
It is true, if me look to him in the Glaſs of the 
Law, we will ſee him to be all Frath, a conſuming 
Fire out of Chrift ; but look to him in the Glaſs of 
the Goſpel, and you'll ſee him all Love, a God in 
Chrift reconciling the World to himſelf, and the 
Sight thereof produces Love; for we love him, be- 
cauſe he firſt lowed us. The Text gives us a ſhort 
Account of the whole Buſineſs betwixt God and a 
Believer. They loye one another : Here is Love 
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« deſcending, God ia Chritt loving his Saints; and 


here is Loye aſcending, the Saints in Chrift loving 
God, and the former begetting the latter. When Love 
hath deſcended from Heaven to Earth, it hath finiſhed 
the Half of its Courſe ; when it aſcends from Earth 
to Heaven again, then the Circle is compleated. 
Here is, 1. 4 Deſcription of God's Lowe he loved 


us firſt. 2. 4 DeſcFiption of our Love t God ; we 


love him for this Cauſe. And, (1) We have God's 
Love delcribed ; He firft loved us. If we were to 
make a critical Diviſion, we might notice how it is 
deſcribed. 1/, In the Act loved. O wonder that 
ever the Heart of God ſhould have acted that Way 
towards any Sinner of Adam's Race. 24ly, The 
Subject loving, He loved: O! a glorious He, the in- 
finitely Holy and juſt God. 3aly, The Object loved; 
he loved Us, poor wretched apoſtate us. 4thly, The 
Quality of this Love, he loved us, and firſt loved, 
ws ; intimating, both that it is ancient Love, for it 
is in the preterite Time, he loved, yea loved from 
Eternity ; and alſo that it is antecedent Love, be fir/t 
lowed us before we had a Being, before we were ca- 
able to love him, yea while we were yet Enemies. 
e have the Saints Love deſcribed, wwe love him, be- 
cauſe he loved us, which is alſo deſcribed in theſe 
four, (1.) The Act of Leve; and indeed this Love 
of ours is but a Drop of the Ocean of his Love. 
(2.) The Subject loving ewe, we Believers, we that 


have got a Tafte of his Love. (3) the Object be- 
loved, him, we love, bim, who deſerves our Love a- 


bove all Things in Heaven and Earth, (4.) The 
Riſe and Source of this Love of ours, we love him, 
becauſe he r loved us; his Love is the incentive 
and. productivè Cauſe of our Love. But I refer the 


further Explication of the Text to the Proſecution of 
a Doctrine 


Many Things might here be obſerved : As, if, 
None can truly love God, but ſuch as are beloved of 


him. Many ſpeak of the Love of God, as if it were 
natural to them: But as true Love is a Spark of hea- 
venly Fire, ſo there is no Love natural to Man, 
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but the Tove of Sin. 2dly, That God bath a People 
in the Mord that love him, becauſe they are lowed 
f him. There is in God a common Love, whereby 
he loved the whole World, and a ſpecial Love where- 


by he loves the Saints, and ſo there is in the Saints 
a common Love, by which they love all God's 
Creatures, and a peculiar Love that belongs to God 
only, whom they prize above all other Things. 3dly, 
That Divine Love works freely. God does not trade 
with us upon any Terms, Conditions, or valuable 
Conſiderations 'in and about us. We can neither 
buy Heaven nor beg it, it muſt be given: Let not 
the greateſt Civilian preſume ; let not the greateſt 
Prodigal deſpair ; God's Love is firſt on the Fleld. 
athly, That as God and his Saints love one another, 


ſo the Reaſon of Saints loving God, is God's 2 


them ; there is no Reaſon of God's Love, but becauſe 
he loves. But there is Reaſon enough for aur Love, 
becauſe he loved us. . The Beltever loves God upon 
God's Account, and for good Reaſon ; God loves 
us without any Reaſon, or any Cauſe from without 
bimſelt, but we have all the Reaſon in the World 
why we ſhould love God. Many ſay, they love Chriſt, 
but they have not any Reaſon for it; they that Love 
him know why they do ſo. There are three Things 
create Love, Beauty, Intereſt, Lowe. I. Beauty, and 
O, but Chriſt is white and ruddy, and altogether 
lovely. 2. Intereſt, the more a Man ſees Chriſt to be 
bis own, the more he loves him. 3. Love, the Love 
of God is the great Parent of Love, it begets Love, 
wwe love him becauſe be firſt loved us. But having tak- 
en this ſhort View of the Text, the Doctrine I fix 
upon is this, OssERVATIOx, God's Lowe to his People 
£s the Source of their Lowe to him; their Love is in- 
fluenced by the Faith of his Love, his Love is the 
Cauſe of theirs, We lowe him becauſe he firſt lowed us. 
Now. the general Method that ſeems moſt native is, 1. 
To ſpeak of God's Lowe to his People. 2. Of the Saints 
Lowe to God. 3. The Influence his Love hath upon 
theirs as the Cauſe of it. 4. Apply. 


1 Head, 1. To ſpeak ot God's Lowe to his People; 
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and indeed to ſpeak of it is to ſpeak of that which is 
unſpeakable and unconceivable, for it paſſes Know- 


lege; only we may notice a few 3 that the 
I would offer ſome Re- 


Scripture fays of this Love. 
marks ancnt this Love of God, and then ſhew more 


particularly the Import of this Expreſſion, he firſt | 
1. 1 would offer ſome Remarks anent the © 
Love of God Remark 1 That the Fountain of this © 
Love begins in order of Na- 
ture, with the Father, hence ſays Chriſt, J will not 


lowed us. 


Lowe is God the Father. 


ſay, that I will pray the Father for you, for the Fa- 
ther himjelf- loveth you, John xvi. 26. Chriſt prays 
for all the Fruits and Flowings of the Father's Love 
to his People, but not for the Father's Love it ſelf. 


You ' miſtake greatly, Sirs, if you think that Chriſt | 


doth purchaſe and pray for the Father's Love to his 


People; nay, it was the Father's Love that ſent | 
Chriſt to purchaſe all the Fruits and Communications 


of his Love. God ſo lowed the World, &c. The 


Love of God cannot be purchaſt, there is no need of | 


any Mediation here, I wil! not ſay that I will pray 
the Father in this reſpeQ, for the Father himſelf loves 
you. Here is the Fountain of the Love. But' Re- 
mark, 2. That the Channel thro* which this © Lane 6 

God does run from this Fountain, is the Lord Feſus 
Crit; God's Love does not vent it ſelf towards 
any Sinner, to the Diſparagement of his infinite Ho- 


lineſs and Juſtice, and therefore it vents and flows 


in and through Chriſt, Thom God hath ſet forth tg 
be the Propitiation thro' Faith in his Blood, to declare, 


Kc. Rom. iii 25. God hath taken a marvellous Way 


to manifeſt his Love: When he would thew his Pory- 
er, he makes a World, When he would ſhew his Wi/dem, 
he put it jn a Frame and Form that diſcovered. vaſt 
Wiſdom, when he would manifeſt the Grandeur and 
Glory of his Name more, he makes a Heaven, and 
puts Angels, Arch-angels, Principalities and Powers 
therein; and when he will manifeſt Lowe; what will 


he not do ? It is a pity we ſhould deny this Love, be - 
cCauſe God hath taken ſuch a great and myſterious 


Way of manifeſting it in Chriſt, bis Death, his hs 
; | is 
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which is his Righreouſneſs'; here is the Channel, 3. The 
5 Know- | Streams of Divine Love that flow from this Fountain 
that the in this Channel are waſtly great, Pardon, Peace, Safe- 
dome Re- xy, Adoption, Juſtification, Sanctification, Audience 
w more of Prayer, a 1 on all Providences, and everlaſt- 

be firſt ing Triumph in Heaven. I cannot enlarge upon 
nent the theſe, or -any other ot the Streams that flow from 
n of this this Love of God; the Streams are ſo many, fo great 
r of Na- that we ſhould loſe our felves there as well as in 
will not the Fountain, if we were to dive thereinto; only we 
the Fa- are bleſſed in Chriſt with all Spiritual Bleſſings, and 
1ſt prays this Love of God, and all the Fruits of it, is to be 
T's Love | enjoyed in the Fellowſhip of the Spirit, 2 Cor. xiii. 
e it (elf, 13. where we read of the Grace of the Lord Teſus 
t Chriſt | Chri/t, the Lowe of Gad, and the Communion of the 
e to his Spirit, where Chriſt is firſt mentioned, becauſe he 
hat ſent is next to us, as being the Channel thro' which the 
nications Love of God is Saucy. | and this Love of God, and 
d. The Grace of Chriſt is enjoyed in the Communion and 
need of Fellowſhip of the holy Ghoſt, and that this Love is 
vill pray from the Father as the Fountain, in the Son as the 
elf loves Channel, by the holy Ghoſt as the immediate Con- 
But Re- veyance. 4. The Veſſels into which theſe Streams are 


Love of vented, or this Lowe is poured, are Sinners, even to 

d Feſus them it is declared that he is the Lord, The Lord God 
towards merciful and gracious, pardoning Iniquity, &c. and | 
ite Ho- that God is Love. This Motto, that God is Lowe, is f 
id flows inſcribed on the Gates of Heaven, and none will think. | 
forth tg ſtrange of that, becauſe the Love of God in bring- 4 
declare, ing any Sinner of Adam's Race there, is manifeſted 
Dus Way to the higheſt. But we would think ſtrange, if one | 
Us Poav- ſhould ſay that this is even the Inſcription written 
Wiſdem, upon the Gates of Hell, that God is Love ; why his 
red vaſt Love to himſelf, and his own Juſtice is manifeſted 

leur and there, yea nat only fo, but Millions are damned, be- | 
en, and cauſe they flight redeeming Love, and their Conſci- 

| Powers ence galls them for contemning all the Offers of 4 
bat will Love. But that which concerns us eſpecially, is, that 
ove, be · we may read this Inſcription daily upon the beau- 


yſterious tiful Gate of the Temple, I mean in Goſpel 


Is _— Ordinances, that God is Love, for therein he maniſeſts 
is | 
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— * a — - TV 


1 


his Love to Sinners, even to Sinners of : Adam's Fa- 


mily in the general Diſpenfation of the Goſpel, and 


begins 
for thi 


particularly to the Veſſels of Mercy, in the ſpecial ity in 
Operation of the Spirit upon them in the Fulneſs of loved 
I me, wherein he hath deſigned to pour out his ſcheit | 
Spitit, and ſo to pour in his Love, But to omit ma- be eve 
ny Things here, | J x 130 

I come 2. To ſhew the particular import of this is no 
Expreſſion, He firſt loved =, And 1. It 4 ſays, The, all the 
his Lowe is eternal Love, and from ewerlaſting; le t is n 
firft lowed us. I have lowed thee with an everlaſiing | them 

Lowe, Jer. xill. 3. As it is to everlaſting, ſo it is Sſcnſe. 
from everlaſting, as it will never have an end, ſo 3 
it never had a beginning, but is as ancient as the vine J 
Eternal God is. O! what an amazing Thought is Love 

| this, that God ſhould have had Thoughts of Love them, 
| towards any poor Sinners, like you and me, from them, 
it the Beginning” of his Being, which is without a Be- when 
H ginniog. But, to prevent miſtakes, you ſhould know N Act, k 
4 that the Love of God is twofold, his Love of Defi- himſe 
7 nation, and his Love of Approbation; his Love of Love 
1 Deſtination and Purpoſe, whereby he is ſaid” zo have of Lo 
| choſen us in Chrift before the Foundation of the World, | when 
q that we ſhould be holy, hawing. predeſtinated us to the the J. 
1 Adoption of Children, Eph. 1. 4, 5. And this Love he tion, 
1 is faid to manifeſt even before a Man's Converfion, ſtill b 
\ 1 John iv. 9, 10. In this was mani feſted the Love of r/t 1 
| God towards us, becauje God ſent his only hegotten Sen As it 
lj into the Word, that we might live through him, Here- | ſo it 
ft in is Love, not that wwe- lowed him, but he loved us, mani 
j and ſent his Son to be the Propitiation for our Sin. Love 
Again, there is his Love of Approbation and Friend- betor 

ſhip, ſuch as that ſpoken of, John xiv. 23. If a Man fte 

lowe me and heep my Mord, ny Father will lobe Sen 

him, and we will come to him, and make our Abode Natu 

with him. Now the Object of the former Love, 7s with 

wit, the Love of Deſtination is every EleQ Soul, and Sin a1 

that from all Eternity, as well as in Time, even before and! 

their Converſion and Union to-Chrift, the Object of 8! 

the Jatter, /o wit, his Love of Approbation and Friends Man 

hip, is cvecy Believer united to Chriſt, to whom: he reign 
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for though he loved and approve 
nity in Chriſt, yet they cannot be ſaid to be actually 
loved and approved in their own Perſons, till once 
 Etheir Perſons are unite to Chriſt. Tho' God's Love 
be everlaſting and immutable as himſelf is, yet there is 
a Time wherein he begins to manifeſt his Love, there 
is no Variation or Shadow of turning in God's Love, 
ll the Change is in the Perſon beloved, not in God. 
It is mere Blaſphemy to ſay, that God begins to love 


— 


* 9 " ) 
begins to manifeſt his ering Love ,perſonally z 


of themfrom Eter- 


them whom before he hated, in a proper and ſtrict 


ſenſe. It is true, the EleQ are Children of Wrath 
even as others by Nature, whatever they are by Di- 


vine Deſtination, being ever the Objects of God's 
Love in this ſenſe, yet in ſome ſenſe he begins to love 
them, in reſpect of the manifefting, of his Love to 


them, and the outletting of his Love upon them, 
*when his Love is taken, not ſo much for his immanent 
Act, as for his tranſient Act, not for any Thing in 
himſelf, but for what flows from him to them; the 
Love that is in himſelf is ſtill the ſame, but the Acts 
of Love that flow forth to them, theſe begin to appear 


when he manife/ts. himſelf to them as he does not to 
the World, when he comes to them for their Salva- 
tion, and reveals his Son in them; and here alſo he is 
ſtil] before-hand with them, he firſt loved us. 2. He 

„ loved us, it ſays, that his Lowe is antecedent Love: 


As it is fuſt in point of Time, yea, from all Eternity, 
ſo it is firſt in point of order in Time. We cannot 


manifeſt our Love to him, till fiſt he manifeſt his 


Love to us. Men may feign Love to God and Chriſt, 
before they know any thing of God's Love in Chriſt 


towards them, but they truly have no Love to him, 
even the Ele& themſelves haye no. Love to him by 
Nature, they are Enemies, and ' vithout” God, and 
without Chriſt in the World ; buried in the Grave of 
Sin and Corruption even as others; dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins, and Slaves to divers Luſts, the Devil dwell- 
ing in them, working in them, reigning in them, as a 
Man dwells in his Houſe, or works in his Shop, or 


reigns upon his Throne; they have no more Ac- 
| . qualatance. 
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quaintance with him, or Love to him than others, till 
by Grace they be r:g-nerate, and made to come to 
God in Chriſt, and be raiſed up to a new and lively 
Hope. Common favours indeed they may have, and 


God is ay ſure to notice his Elect, and to have a a 
care of them, and many remarkable Deliverances will 
they meet with, even while unconverted ; you will 


find few gracious Folk but they will have even good 
Tales to tell of the Lord's Kindneſs to them in their 
Youth, but yet Love and Hatred cannot be known 
by theſe things that are ſeen, for ill Men have had 
the like Deliverances, and manif old common Mercies, 
and common Graces perhaps allo, but all this while 
they are Strangers to true Love to God, til] once 
fome Rays of his everlaſting Love go before them, 
and make way for the breaking of their Enmity, and 


engaging them to Love him. (3.) He firſt lowed us, | 
it ſays, that his Love is abſolutely free Lowe. If be | 
firfl loved us, before we have any Love to him, or 
O how free isit ! His Love is freein | 
It is Love in that it is without Force it 


lovelineſs in us. 
ſeveral reſpects. 
or Conſtraint, we muſt even put our ſelves in his Re- 

verence, and not think to compel God, as if he could 
be obliged to it; nay, if we get any Thing, we muſt 
be in Grace's Debt, and ly at Grace's Door as poor 
Beggars for an Alms for Chriſt's Sake. 

It is free Love in that it is 4vizhout Reluctancy, it is 
with all his Heart. There are ſome Objects come to 
our Door, and tho? we give them an Alms, yet it is 
with ſome Reluctancy, we are not ſo free hearted, to- 
wards them as to others whom we have « Kindneſs 
for; theſe we will give to, with all our Heart, we 
give them with as much pleaſure as if we were get- 
ting to out ſelves : So God's ſpecial Gifts are given 
with all his Heart, he takes pleaſure in giving, he de- 
lights in ſhewing Mercy. 

It is free Love, in that it is vithout Merit and 
Motive ; his Love is neither deſired nor deſerved, 
and yet he loves; I will love them freely, III do it 
undeſervedly, even while they deſerve to be thruſt 
down to the.loweſt Hell, 


Is it known unto you. It 
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It is free Love in that it is without Price, he ſeeks 


hers, till 
come to nothing for what he gives, he takes nothing for it; 
nd lively Znay, he deals with us as poor Beggars that LR no- 
ve, and thing to offer for what he gives, and nothing where- 
have a with to recompenſe his Kindneſs after he hath given. 
ices will It is free in Oppoſition to all proper Terms and 
„ou will Conditions. Papiſts tell us of the Merit of Congruity, 
en good and the Merit of Condignity, and many ignorant Pro- 
in their zeſtants think they do enough when they exclude 
e known Mhe Word Merit, but in the room of Merit they 
ave had bring in a World of Conditions, and tell us upon 
Mercies, ondition you do ſo and ſo, then God will do this 
his while and that to you; telling us, God hath made a Co- 
till once venant with us, not like the Covenant of Works, 
re them, but upon eaſier Terms, requiring. only ſome little 
ity, and Things accommodated to our Weakneſs; It cannot 
owed us, be called Merit, ſay they, for there is no propor- 
„If be tion betwixt what we do, and what we get; it 
him, or “ is, fay they, but as if one ſhould hold out . 
is free in F* and get a Kingdom for it.“ Many ſuch ſubtile 
put Force Reaſonings of Men there are, that tend to exa't Self, 
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and Self- righteouſneſs, which would all evaniſh before 
he Light of this very Text, if viewed in a Spiritual 
and Evangelical manner, He firſt lowed us. 4. He 
rt lowed us, It ſays, that his Love is a preventing 
e, it prevents our Love, and all the Good that 
an be about us, for he prevents with the Bleſſings 
df his Goodneſs. I might here illuſtrate this, by ſhew - 
ng, 1. The Object of his Love, whom he prevents, 
2. The Time of his Love, when he prevents chem. 
The Dawning of-his Love upon them, whereby 
he prevents them. 4. The Fruits and Effects of his 
Love, in them, wherein he prevents them. 1. The Object 
bis Love whom he prevents. If we view whom he 
loves, we cannot but ſce it to be preventing Love; 
the Love of God lighted upon fallen Men, not fallen 
Angels, tho* much more noble and ſpiritual Beings, 
and why, even becauſe he hath Mercy on. whom be 
Wt have Mercy; his Love lighteth upon the poor, 
poliſh, weak Nothings of this World for ordinary, 
lot upon the wiſe, noble and mighty, not 7 — 

| uc 


Grace many Times paſſes by ſuch Perſons as theſe, 


FA 


IF F 
ſuch are called,” he reveals theſe Things 7 Babes, | hen 


not to the ** and Prudent, of he World, that he- | 
we may not think that outward Things, ſuch*as | 

Wiſdom and Learning, and -worldly' Advantages, | nde 
move God to ſet his Love upon any, even /o Father | 

for ſ it ſeemed Good in thy Sipht; yea his Love Bou 
lights ordinarily upon the moſt ſtubborn and re- 
dellious Sinners in the World, more than upon the 0 ſl. 
moſt civil and moral Perſons, that have led a better imſe 
Life than the Generality of their Neighbours, who Eſau 
have had more of the Righteouſneſs of the Law | 


than other People, who have been better natured in God, 
reſpe& of their pleaſant natural Diſpoſition than others, ork 
and who have had a good liberal Education, fo as to born, 
be train'd up, not only in manifold Arts and Sciences = 


but in manifold religious Duties from their Childhood. 


and lights upon more knobby rugged Perſons. The A. 
young Man in the Goſpel may be put to ſay, All theſe 
things have I done from my Youth up, and yet go a- 
way from Chriſt, when a bloody Manaſſes, and per- mY 

ſecuting Paul are received into Favour and Mercy, & e 1 
In a Word, whomſoever he makes the Object of his 


manifeſted Love in Time, they are Perſons unworthy FC H 
of his Love, they are full of Enmity againſt him, l 


and bent to backſliding from him, and wofully averſe 33 


from returning to him, that God ſhould love Sinners, 


and great Sinners. O! what preventing Love is it. e's 
2. The Time of his Lowe when he prevents them, does <9 


alſo illuſtrate this. Many Times he makes his'Grace 
to light upon them, not when they are in their beft | 

Frame or Mood, but behold a Paul going to Don” | 
cus, with the, Knife in his Hand, ready to cut the 
Throats of the Saints, Grace outruns him, grips him, 
lays hold upon him, and the Love of a God in Chriſt 
overcomes him, he is made Chriſt's Priſoner, van- 
quiſh'd and brought to Subjection. I do not ſay, that 
it always holds, that a Body gets the Revelation of 
Grace, when going on in Sin, but the firſt Efflux of 
Grace towards them is many Times when in a 


very bad Caſe ; the Lord arreſts them many Times 


when 


— 


9 
hen they have been about ſome wicked act of Sia. 
he Lord will fall in at ſuch a Time upon their 
Conſcience, fill them with Terror, and humble them 
nder his mighty Hand, and never leave them till 


orld, that 
ſuc bas 


lvantages, | | f 

fo Father The hath quickened them and made them live, when 

his "Love eu waſt in thy Blood, I faid unto thee live. But 

e re hat need we ſay more anent the Time of his Love, 

upon the 40 ſhow the preventing Nature of it, than what God 

| a better himſelf ſays, Rom. 3x. 11. Facob have I loved, and 
ors. who En hawe I hated, the Children being not yet born, 

the Tay either having done good or evil, that the Purpoſe of 
atured in ed, according to Election might fand, not of 
an others, WY brks, but of bim that called. Before the Man was 

ſo us to born, or had done either good or evil, behold he is 
| Sciences Nan Object of Divine Love, Jacob have I loved. 3. 

Hildhood. The Dawning of his Lowe uUpon them, whereby he 
as theſe, Prevents them, may ſurther illuſtrate this, That he 

s The W/ loved us. By this Dawning of his Love, I un- 
All theſe derſtand not only the Love and Grace that is ob- 

yet go a- jectively diſplayed in the Glorious Goſpel, but eſpe- 

and per- ally the firſt glimmering of the ſubjective Light, ot 

1 Mercy. the Dawning of the Day of Power, wherein the 

ject of his erſon is made willing when the Goſpel comes, Noe 
OAT y in Word only, but in Power : when he girds bis 

int him, © word upon bis Thigh,, even his Glory and his Ma- 

illy'aveife | jeſty, as that Word may be read, 8. xlv. 3. For 
r he Diſplay of the Glory of his Grace and love is 
"ove is it che Sword whereby he ſubdues and conquers bis E- 
N nenues : And till this will conquering-Day of Power 

e ee take place, what is in the Will but Impotence and 

their bet © niufhciency to think any Thing as of our ſelves, and 
„ Dana Pot only Impotency but Averſion from every Thing 

o cut a that is Good, and not only Averſion but Oppoſition 

ode, and Contrariety to the holy Nature and Will of God, 

% * Ohrift The Carnal Mind is Enmity again God, &c. This 

ber Dawning then of the Day of the Power to make 
t lay, that them willing, muſt take Place before there can be 

elatien of EA gracious Motion in the Soul towards God, ſor all 

PAs of he le gal Conviction and Humiliation that goes before 

ben this, works only from a Principle of Self-lowe and 

ny Times i-preſervatien, till this great Maſter-faculty of the 


when 


Soul, 


4 4 
: it \ 
: 


Faculties of the Soul towards God! 4. The Fruit: 


them, and here Pl] tell you ' ſome of theſe Things 

that his Love prevents, in regard that they a 
Fruits of his Love. 
our Holineſs, for that is a Fruit of his Love. 
hope you know that SanQification and Holineſs. i: 
a Work of God's free Grace, and ſo an Effe& 
of his free Love, and yet I fear you bewra 

your Ignorance of the Goſpel in thinking; 

' mnuſt I not be \ haly before ever God lowe me, muſt 
not a Man be ſomewhat holy, and therefore God 
will love him, and give him more? O great Ig- 
norance to think ſo, What haſt thou but whe 
thou” baſt received ? Is not the very firſt beginning 
of Holineſs from God ? Is it not he that infuſes th: 
Habit of Grace, and tales away the Heart o 
Stone,” and gives the Heart of Fleſh, and fo hi 
Love prevents our habitual Holineſs, and alſo: ov: 
aQual Holineſs, and all our good Works. Sutel 
you may know this, for you have learned to ſay 
that as it is by his free Grace, that we are renew 


- 1s by the ſame free Grace that we are enabled mor! 
and more to die to Sin, and live unto Righteouſneſs 
If any good Work, truly good, be wrought by you, 1 
it not the Fruit of God's creating Power? For we ar 
his Work-manſbip, created in Chriſt Jeſus, unto goo. 

Nuts. (2.) His Love prevents our F«7th, tor the 
is a Fruit of his Love. You'll ſay, it is true, hi 
muſt make us holy, but muſt we not come to hin 
for it? Is it not upon Condition that we belies 
that he loves us and faves us? My dear Friends 
whence is it that we get Faith? It ever we hav! 
any true Faith, is it upon the Account of foreſee 
Faith that God loves any Man? That is rank 4r 
minianiſm. Is it becauſe we had Faith before? O 


Does Faith come out of our own Shop? Or, is 
ſpun out of our own Bowejs, and forged upon Ov 
OW 
Hea 


"own Abril? Can we bring Faith out of our 


Sovl, the Vill being conquered, carry the reſt of thd 


and Effets of bis Love in them, wherein-he prevent: 


And, 1. His Love prevents 


ed in the whole Man, after the Image of God, ſo if 
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I | | 
dead or Heart? Can dry Bones live, or raiſe them 


pes out of the Grave? Nay, it is as impoſſible 


Dr us to - believe, and raiſe our ſelves up to the 


ife of Faith, as it is for a Carcaſe of Clay to put 


not Chriſt the Author and Finiſher of Faith 
ho ſays, Hen Þ am hg up, I'll draw all Men 
ier me. It requires the fame Power that raiſed 
Fhriſt from the Dead. O then ! Let not your Imagi- 
dation in this Matter - croſs the very firſt Principles 
F Religion, ſo as to think that your Faith, if you 
we any, is the Cauſe of Gvd4's. Lowe, while his 
ove is the Cauſe of your Faith ; he firſt loved us. 
3.) His Love prevents our Repentence, for that 
s Fruit of bis Love; Why lay 
ot repent and reform, before God ſet his Love 


pon us? And ought we not by the Exerciſe of. ' 
our common Gifts and Abilities thit God hath. 


piven us, work up ourſelves to ſomething of this, 
in order to our obtaining the Favour of God? 
Wo's me for ſuch Ignorance, and ſuch a Goſpel- 


darkening Religion, as is like to come in Faſhion 


n this. Generation. O! is not Repentance as 

uch a Gift of God, and Fruit of his Love, ns any 
pther Graces and Fruits of the Spirit, 47s v 31. 
Chrift is exalted a Prince and a Saviour by tha 
Right-hand of God, to give Repentance t9 lſrael, 
as well as Remiſſion of Sin. We have a great 
deal of Noiſe made about the Neceſſity of Goſpel- 
Repentance before, and in order to Juſtification, and 


that even as a Condition and Qualification ; here - 


is indeed a new Scheme ok Divinity, of which there 
is no Foundation in our Standards of Doctrine. It is 
true, Repentance is ſo necefiary, that none can ex- 
pect Pardon without it; and fo ſay I, Holineſs and 
SanQification is ſo neceſſary, that none can expect 
Pardon without it : But is theretore Holineſs and 
Sanctification neceſſary in order to Juſtification? I 
think it 1s herd to maintain this without running to 


Nome, and making Sancti fication before Juſtification, _ 


aud in order to it; for if actual Goſpel-Repentance 
B 2 be 


ife in itſelf ; nay, is not Faith the Gift of G 


you, muſt we 
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2 „ 9 Sy 4 
de not a Part of Sanctification, I know not what it 
1s, yea, as deſcribed in our Catechiſm, it compre- 
hends the whole of SinRification. ' But to return, 
Why, may one ſay, may we not Repent of our 
Sins in ſome Meaſure, and reform our Lives, and 


humble ourſelves and mourn ? At leaſt, can we not | 


ſhed a Tear? Can we. not leave off our Tippling, 
and quit our Lufts, and think upon Death, Judg- 


ment and Eternity, fo as by the Meditation of thee | 


we ſhall get ourſelves wrought up to a ſtrong 
end ſtrange Mortification to all Things in the 
World, yea, become as eminent in this as any 
paint in all the Country, for all their Boaſting ! 
Well, much Good may your Repentance do you, 
and would to God that you were doing more than 
you do. But I would have you ſuſpect your Repen- 
Fance, yea, I tell you affuredly, that even by the 
utmoſt uſe of the higheſt common Gifts and Graces, 
you cannot repent ; and when you have brought 
yourſelf by theſe Means to the greateſt Meaſure 
of legal Repentance, yet there is no .Promiſe in all 
the Bible to that Repentance; For all the Promiſes 
- are yea and Amen in Chriſt Teſus, and till you get 
into Chriſt by a Faith of bis Operation, your com- 
mon legal Repentance is a finful Repentance : For 
evhatſorver is not of Faith is Sin, and fo it is a 
_ God-diſpteaſing Repentance; For without Faith it 
#5 impoſſible to pleaſe God. In a Word your Repen- 
tance, which. you ſo much magnify in your Heart, 
for I ſuppoſe you are not ſo deſtitute of Wit, as to 
ſpeak thus before the World. This Repentance, I 
ſay, is ſo far from diſpoſing you fer Chriſt, that 


i: tends effeQually to make you oppoſe Chriſt ; why, | 


- you find Heart-melting and Mourning, Tears and 
_ Sorrows, great Flaſhes and Land-Floods of Affection, 
and then you. think all is right; You ſee no more 
Need of Chriſt, and come ſhort of him, inſtead of 
being drawn into him. A Man in this Caſe, as 
% one fitly expreſſes it, is like one that comes to 
% court a Lady. But having got a Sight of the 
„% Hand-Maid, he falls in Love with her, courts 50 
b , : 6+ an 
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« and" matries her, who yet was but the Perſon 


* that ſhould have led him to the Lady he was 
«* propoſing to match with; So here Chriſt is the 
Match, the Law and the Duties thereof are the 
Hand- Maid; well, thou falls to Duties, forrowing 
« for Sin, and the like, you have fallen in Love with 
« that, and ſeek no further.” Why, you'll ſay by 
this Means you would have no preparatory Work at 
all. It ſeems by this Doctrine, ſay, you, a Man 
muſt come to Chriſt juſt at the firſt Leap, recking out 
of his Sins, before ever his Life be reformed ; Nay, 
Sirs, I muſt tell you in the Lord's Name, that the 
Deßign of a right preparatory Work is to ding you 
out of your feigned Repentance and Reformation, 
and out of your falſe Hopes and Confidence, and 
to (weep away your Refuge of Lies; and if ever 
God prepare you for Chriſt, he will bring you to ſay, 
« O! I cannot repent, I cannot reform, I cannot 
* mourn ; and give me a World I cannot command 
«a -hearty Sigh, or a Sob for Sin, I can do nothing, 
« Im hard like a Stone, and black like a Devil, and 


„ unleſs Chriſt help, I'm utterly and eternally un- 


done.“ And this tends. to give the Soul a great 
Demonſtration of the Freedom of his Love, that it 
prevents our Repentance ; He firſt loved us, (4. 
His Love prevents our Prayers, for that is alſo a 
Frutt of his Love. You'll ſay, though we cannot 
win to be Holy, and cannot believe and repent, 
yet we. muſt Pray, and feek, or elſe we cannot get 
his Favour and Love. Wo's me that People ſhould 
have ſuch dark and dangerous Notions of the Me- 
thod of Salvation. Pray, whence comes your Pray+ 
ers, it they be worth the Name of Prayers, do they 
not come from Heaven, and from the Spirit, of 
Grace and Supplication'? If you have any Deſires 
that are worth the Naming, they come from above; 
and if they come wholly out of your Heart or Head, 


they are not worth; yea,” whatever Deſire you have 


out of Chtiſt, and whatever Prayer is not put up 


en this Altar, che Name of Jeſus Chrift, and by the + 


Help of the Spitit of Chriſt, there is no Promille made 
* n 5 to 


{ 
{1 
| 


C8 ) 


to it; for however ſeverul Promiſes are made to 


God's Ordinances and Iuſtitutions, which oblige you 
to be about his Hand in the Uſe of the Means, yet 
no Promiſe is made td your Performance out of 
Chriſt. Expect then no Favour for, or upon the 
Account of your Duties ; for if that be your Way 
of doing, you need to pray that God may ding you 


out of your Prayers. Let none think now that 1 


am diſcouraging any from the uſe of Means, and the 
Performanee- of Duties; nay, I take Witneſs that 
in God's Name I call you to the Uſe thereof, and 
declare you're obliged thereto by the Command and 
Authority of Father, Son and Holy Gboft. But in 
the ſame Name I call you to the right Uſe of the 
Means, the Goſpel-uſe of Means, for that legal 
Notion of Praying and Seeking, that I find for 
ordinary among People, as if their Seeking would 
prevent God's Love, and procure his Favour, and 
ſo make Chriſt of their Prayers, yea more than a 
Chriſt : For, as I faid before, the Love of God in 

itſelf cannot be procured, Chriſt himlelf did not 
- procure it; for God's Love prevented Chriſt's 

:fon, and ſent him to procure all that he did pro- 
cure and purchaſe; and therefore, if you think your 
Prayers will purchaſe God's Love, you make more 
than a Chriſt of your Prayers, and ſo they are 
_ offenſive to God, diſhonouring to Chriſt, and pre- 
Judical to your own Souls. The Saints themſelves 
know that it is not by their Duties that they ob- 
tain his Love : But in Duty ſometimes they get a 
Senſe of his Love. Why, may ſome fay, we need. 
pray none at all, if we get no good by our Prayers. 
Really Man theſe Payers of yours which you make 
your Righteouſneſs, and for which you expect to be 
loved, and juſtiſied, and ſaved, they are the moſt abo- 
minable to God, and unprofitable to you in the 
World. To what Pur paſe is the Multitude of your 
Sacrifices, Iſa. i. 11. Therefore bring no more vain 
Oblations, your Incenſe is Abemination to him, be 
cannot auay with it, it is Iniquity, even your ſolemn 
Meeting, Wa. 3, 13. See J/a. Ixvi. 3. Mn you 
| | | ba ve 


have 
Myſte 
comfe 
before 
after 


praye 


© Bleſli: 


made to 


lige you 
ans, yet 

out of 
don the 
ur Way 


ling you 


that 1 


and the 
eſs that 
of, and 
ind and 
But in 
of the 
at legal 
find for 
would 
ur, and 
than a 
God in 
did not 
Chriſt's 
did pro- 
ink your 
ke more 
they are 
nd pre- 
emſelves 
hey ob- 
y get a 
we need. 
Prayers. 
ou make 
ct to be 
joſt abo- 
in the 
e your 
ore Vain 
him, be 
r-ſolemn 
fore you 
ba ve 


19 0 
have Need to pray Sac God would learn you the 
Myſtery of Prayer, for you'll never find it a pleaſant, 
comfortable and profitable Exerciſe, while you fer it 
before his Love as a Cauſe of it; whereas it follows 
after his Love, as a Fruit of it. Hence all that-ever 
prayed to Purpoſe, or wreſtled witty him for the 


EBleſſing, have found that they could not Pray, more 


than they could move the Earth from its Center, 
until bis Grace prevented their Prayers, and they 
can all ſet their Seal to that Word, Iſa. Ixv. 1. 7 
am found of them that ſought me not: None ever 
ſought him aright, till free Grace ſought them out, 
and found them out in ſome Reſpect. weft. But is 
it not ſaid, Ezek. xxxvi. 37. For theſe Things will I 
be enquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael ? Why bes 
twixt Gracious ſeeking and finding there is a certain 
Connexion: For gracious and ſpiritual ſeeking! 
preſuppoſes Grace to ſeek, and that his Love hath' 
already prevented our Prayers, and when he gives 
Grace to ſeek, to be ſure he will give more and more, 
not for eur ſeeking, but for his Promiſe ſake in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and upon his Account. But if we underſtand 
that Word as an Encouragement to all, whether 
gracious or graceleſs Perſons, For this will I be en- 
quired of by the Houſe of Iſrael, then the Meaning 1s 
not, 1% give you none of theſe Things, to wit, The 
New Heart, the New Spirit, there promiſed, and 
the Spirit to be put within you; I fay, the Meaning 
is not, Pl] give you none of theſe Things, but for 
the Sake of your Prayers, and till your Prayers pro- 
duce them; Nay, that Expoſition would be croſs to 
the very Context, which ſays, Not for your Sake do I 
this, O Houſe of Iſrael, be it known to you, and be 
aſhamed and confounded for your own Ways ; You 
may be aſhamed of your Prayers and Duties, as well 
as your Sins and Iniquities, and therefore it is not 
for the Sake of your Perſons or Prayers either, be it 
known unto you, and therefore the Meaning of the 
Word is, That as all 1-ael hath a Right of Accels 
to theſe Promiſes, and all Poor Sinners that hear 
tell of them, may come to a Throne of Grace, and 


plead 


vers Love to God and Chrift, wwe /cve him; 


you Heurt to love God; The Fruits of the Spirit ars 


8 62060) ; 
plead for the Accompliſhment of them to themſelves 
in a way of free Grace, ſo in the diligent uſe of all 
theſe Means and Ordinarices of my Appointment, 
they ſhall find that I will yield my ſelf exotable, and 
eaſy: to be intreated, and ſo it is an encouragement 


to Prayer, in expectation that God will confer the 
promiſed Bleſſings, and not that our Prayers will ob- 


tdin them; and therefore the more that a Man turns 


ſuch a Scripture to a Covenant of Works, as if he 


were upon Terms with God, that upon Condition 
that he pray, and ſeek, God will give him the pro- 
miſled Bleſſings. The more he does ſo, I lay, the 
further is he from all theſe Bleſſings; whereas the leſs 
Hope and Expectation that a poor Soul hath from his 
Prayers, he will ay find, that he will come the more 
Speed. - In a Word, the Prayer you 'ſpeak of Man, 
is either a natural or ſpiritual Prayer; if it be a na- 
tural Prayer, then as the nq̃tutul Man is bound to 
pray, and yet hath nothing to expect but of fovereign 
free Grace, ſo there is no connexion betwixt his Prayer 
and the Promiſe, unleſs we turn rank Arminians. If 
it be a ſpirimual Prayer, then to be ſure, the Promiſe 
-hath prevented his Prayer; for to ſay that none of 


| theſe Promiſes-are given till once a Man pray in tlre 


Spirit for them, is croſs to the whole current of 
Scripture, and ſpiritual Reaſon, for how can a Man 
pray in the Spirir till that Promiſe be accomplithed in 
ſome meaſure upon him, /vil/ put my Spirit within 
yau. Thus his Love prevents our Prayers, it prevents 
our Deſires and Endeavours, he firſt loved us. And 
ſo much ſhall ſuffice for the firſt general Head. 

The 24: Thing propoſed was, to ſpeak of Belie- 
thisis but 
a ſmall Stream that flows from, and runs again to the 
Ocean of his Love. We may take up this Love of the 
Saints towards God in the following Conſiderations: 

1. We may conſider this Love in Nature. It is 
not a Spark bf natural Kindling, it is not from na- 
tural Reaſon or common Grace, no, it is from the 
ſaving Operation of the Hoy Ghoſt, citcumciſing 
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Faith, Lowe, and the reſt of the Graces : It is al- 
together ſuper-natural, for the natural Mind is En- 
mity again God, we naturally hate God; Sirs, tho“ 
the worſt in the World will ſay they do not hate 
God, yet they really do it, and their Hatred appears 
in their Averſion from him and his Ways, their 
Oppoſition to his Commands and Counſels, their 
Contempt of his Promiſes; and Neglect of his Salva» - 
tion, and his Chrift, for they will not come to him 
that they might have Life. It is God's prerogative 
to turn tue Heart * Enmity to Love, from Dar- 
neſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 
God No man can turn himſelf more than the Eshi- 
#ptan can change his Shin, &c. Jer. xiii. 23. Men 
by their Improvement of their natural Faculties, and 
by common Grace, which moſt part of Men have 
ſomething of, come to a Sermon, and go to their 
and Mo- 
deſty, but they cannot win to command themſelves 
to love God : Nay, Duty is a Burden, the Word is 
a Wearineſs to them, they are mad upon Idols, and 
ferve divers Luſts, they make the Lord io ſerve 
with their Sin, and their Duties to ſerve as a Covet- 
ing to their Luſts, and make uſe of Duty for this, 
that they may be looked upon as good Men, and not 
Atheiſts: But let them do their beſt, they cannot 
expel that curſed Habit of Enmity, nor introduce the 
contrary Habit of Love, till the Power of God come 
along diſcovering the Beauty and Glory of Chriſt, 
and transforming the Soul after the ſame _ for 
this Love imports a ſaving Knowledge of this glorious 
Object beloved, a high Eſteem of the Object thus 
known, a hearty Choice of him whom we thus eſteem, 
and a ſweet Recumbency in this Choice. The Un- 
derſtanding is made to ſee the Judgment to eſteem, 
the Will to chuſe, and the Soul to acquieſce in him, 
But theſe Things I cannot enlarge upon. ; 


2. We may conſider this Love in the kinds of 


it: And here I would ſpeak only of two kinds in 
general z namely, a more common, and a more ſpe- 
cial Love. 1. There is a more common Love, which 

| / ” ; even 


% 
% 


* 1 
even Hypocrites may have, and may have it as 
Fruit of God's Spirit in his common Operation, while 
yet they are not renewed in the whole Man. As 
they may have a temporary Faith, ſo they may have 


a Love proportioned to this. The Seed of the Word 


falls into the Heart, as into ſtony Ground, and it 
quickly ſprings up in ſome flaſhes Affection and fair 
flouriſhes of a Profeſſion, ſo as they may ſeem to them- 
ſelves and others to be among the beſt of Chiiftians, 
while yet it is not any ſpecial Work of God's Spitit, 
but a common Gift and Grace. The Lord deſigns 
to tame and civilize ſome, as well as to ſave and 
convert others. Now this Love, however great and 
vehement it may be in Appearance, yet it is but a 
Sand- flood; at the beſt it hath not a Spring, it is 
noutiſhed as a Pool of Water, not as a Well of 
Water; the Water which the Lord gives to his Peo- 
ple, it is in them, as a Well of Water, ſpringing up to 
everlaſting Life, John iv. 14. But the Hypoccite's 
Love is a returning to the Lord, but not with the 
ewhole Heart. It is a Love, as deſcribed in the Jews, 
They ſerved the Lord, and they ſerved Aſhtarath ; to 
2 their Conſciences they will ſerve the Lord: 

ut to ſatisfy their Affections they will ſerve their Luſts; 
they never ſell their 4/7 for the Pearl of great Price, 
they never reſt upon him as their preſent, only, and 
greateſt Good, nor find full Satisfaction in him. They 
never come to that with it, Whom bawe I in Heaven 
but thee, &c,? There is ſomething beſide Chriſt that 


they deſire, they have ſome liking to him when he 


ſmiles on them in in his Providences, when they get 
eaſe to their Conſciences, and by their falſe Hopes of 
Heaven, apprehend Matters to be well enough with 
them. But when the Lord begins to frown, and the 


Courſe of his Providence is turned, then thei Love is 


turned into Hatred, and the Hatred wherewith they 
hate him, is greater than the Love wherewith they 
lowed him. As Jobn's Hearers rejoyce in his Light 
for à Seaſon, and but for a Seaſon, and Chriſt's Hear- 


ers cry this Day Hoſanna, and the next Day crucify 


bim ; 


| (23) by 

it as a him; and as many People followed Chriſt for the 
n; while Loaves, becauſe he ſed them, ſo many ſtill follow 
n. As Cbriſt, ſome for outward Things, and becauſe of his 
nay have general merciful Diſpenſations, yea ſome fot inward 
ie Word Things: O ſay they, Ordinances are pleaſant, it is 
and it a ſweet Thing to get a Tear at a Sermon, and to be 
and fair raviſh'd with ſomething of the Glory of Heaven, and the 
to them- Privileges of the Saints ; no doubt the Jay with which 
hriſtians, the ſtony Ground Hearers received the Word, had 
's Spirit, its Sweetneſs and Pleaſure, and thereupon theit Hearts 
deligns are aloft, and they think they love Chriſt above all 
ve and Things ; but yet their Root is Rottenneſs, they never 
reat and truly come to Chriſt, to get reſt to their Hearts and 

is but A Conſciences from the Filth and Quilt of Sin. But 
ag, it is 2. There is a /pecial Love, whereby the whole Soul 


Well of is carried out towards the Lord, as its chief, preſent 
his Peo- and only good, -and whereby the Soul ſees nothing in 
ng up ts Heaven or Earth defirable in compariſon of him, and 
/poccite's that acts towards a pteſent Chriſt in rejoicing in him, 
with the and towards an abſent Chriſt, by lamenting after 
1e Jews, him; it acts cleaving to him, when they have the 
-ath ; to greateſt Temptations to go away, and it kyths moſt 
ie Lord: when Chriſt threatens to depart, and it cleaves moſt 
eirLuſts; to him, when many are departing from him, . Ts 


at Price, whom ſball we go, thou haſt the Wards of eternal Life. | 
only, and It counts all but Loſs and Dung for bim; Chriſt gets 
i. They the Throne of their Hearts, the Cteam of their | 
Haden Affections, the very Soul of theit Souls, their moſt 
rift that vehem<c:.t Love; whatever other Things they love, 
when he It is but in a ſubordination to him; whatever other 
they get Things they rejoice in, he is their chief Joy, 4% go to 
Hopes of the Altar of God, to God my exceeding Joy, Palm | 
ich with Kli. 4. Their Joy in him exceeds the Joy that they | 
and the MW haye in any Thing elſe in a World. 
Love is 3. We may conſider this Love in the Degrees of 
vith they it. 1 would not be for the breaking a_ bruiſed Reed, 
ith they or guenchiug a ſmoking Flax; my Heart's Deſire is, 
his Light that all that love Chriſt, even in the weakeſt De- 
Ps Hear- gree, if it be a ſpecial Love, may go away rejoicing 
y crucify in him; therefore I tell you of theſe four Degrees 
him ; of this Love. 1. There is 4 Love of Deſire after 
| Chtiſt, 


Pp } . 
i. r 8 
Ohriſt, chat is not yet arrived at a full Complacency 
in him. The Defire of our Soul is t thy Name, ſays 
the Church. A poor Thing may have a rooted De- 
ire after "Chriſt, that is not yet come the length 
of a rooted Delight in him, becauſe thro” Unbelief 
they queſtion their ſpecial Intereſt in him; but bleed 
* are they that hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, 
for "they ſhall be filled If a gracious Defire after 
Chriſt be rooted in the Soul, there is true Love. 
Yea further, this Defire hath ſeveral Degrees alſo, 
ſometimes the Deſire is like a Smoking Flax, hardly 
can one diſcern the Spunk of red Fire, only they ſee 
Smoke as a Sign of Fire, a Smoking Flax. This De- 
fire may be ſtrangely chocked, ſometimes thro' the 
prevalence of Unbelief : Even the Children of God 
that have ſound and faving Defires, may become ſo 
heartleſs, as that they have no boldneſs to come to 
the Lord, and expreſs their Deſires, all they can ſay 
is, that there is ſomething about their Hearts-roots 
of an earneſt With, that the Lord would come to 
them, when they cannot come to him; all they can 
ſay is, O, when will he come to me ! O, when will 
he give me a Viſit ! O, there is none in the World 
needs @ Viſit ſo much as I] Sometimes their Defires 
are-more vivid and hvely, more. bright and ſhining, 
and break forth in ardent Prayers and Pantings of 
'Soul after him. As the Hart pants after the Water- 
brooks, ſo pants my Soul after thee, O G#d ! My Soul 
thirfls for God, for the living God, With" my Soul 
have 1 deſired thee in the Night, and with my Spirit 
ewithin me, will 1 ſeek thee early. Sometimes again 
their Deſires become ' fo ſtrong, as that the Perſon is 
made to put on a Reſolution, as Dawid did; . 7 
neither give Sleep to mine Eyes, nor Slumber to mine 
i Eye lids, till I find out a Place for the Lird, an Ha- 
 -bitation for the Mighty God of Jacob. Lo, we heard 
=. 1 at Ephrata, we found it in the Fields of the 
ood, Pſal. cxxxii. 4, 5, 6. Their Defire may be 
ſuch as to make them reſtleſs, till they get their 
Hearts made-a fit Habitation for him, they may 
be ſuch as ta carry their Souls above all N 
1 | ; a-4 
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njoyments, and Tx 0 AM mount up on Wing 
Eagles, and to look down upon all time Enjoyments 
nd gary Comforts, as altogether contemptible. 
dat then, 2. As there is a Love of Defire, fo of De- 
wht and Complacency, whereby they take up th eir 
deft and Satisfaction in him, ſaying, The? the Fig-tree 
bould not bloſſom, &c. Indeed they that have found 
ving Defires after the Lord, are unſatisfied till their 
deſire be turned to Delight, and till they win at this, 
hom having not ſeen we love, in whom tho NOW. WE 
be him nat, yet believing, we rejoice with Foy un- 
peakable and full of Glory, When the Lord mani- 
bits himſelf to them, as reconciled in Chriſt, when he 
nanifeſts his Love to their Souls, and opens the 
lood gates of his Spirit's Influences, O then they 
annot but delight in him, and. be /atisfied as with 
arrow and Fatneſ; ; for then they have a Feaſt of 
at Things, and of Wines on the Lees, &c. O Senſua- 
iſts, that never had, a more pleaſant Honor all your 
Days, than when you fat down to a hearty Meal 
df Meat or Drink, you're but a miſerable Creature. 
There is Meat to eat that you know not of, and Toy 
hat you intermeddle not with. O the Joy and 'Tri- 
mph that there is in the Enjoyment of a God in Chtiſt, 
Chanks be to God which always cauſes us to triumph 
n Chriſt, always cauſes to triumph. It is true the 
bouls of Believers may ſometimes wander from the 
ord, even after they have win at this Enjoyment, 
nd never more readily than on the back of a ſweet 
ommunion ; their Deſires may wander after other 
hings, they may fall aſleep, they are not yet per- 
ct, nor delivered from a Body of Death, and there- 
Pre after that they may come under Doubts, and 
treat Damps, and theſe may bring them very low, 
nd may much alienate their Hearts from the Lord; 
ea, but they are as the Needle in the Compaſs, that 
an never reſt or ſettle till it win to the right Point. 
They can never reſt till they win into his Boſem a- 
Wain ; they find their Caſe a Wilderneſs Caſe, where- 

they are wandering from Mountain to Hill, and 
nerefore they ſay, 1815 ts thy Reſt, O my Sout; 
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a deep Root. | 
not only love his Mercy and Grace, but his Faith- 


Weapon formed againſt Zion may Proſper: 


8 d 
hey are made again to return to him, and tak 
more Delight in him than ever, and by delighting 
in him get an Earneſt - penny of Heaven. 3. The: 
is a Love of Benevolence and CGood-will toward: 
Chriſt, and his Intereſt in the World, that all hit 
Concerns in the World may go right, and that » 
By th! 
Love all theſe Things, whereby God makes bialel 
known, his Word, his Ordinances, his People, bis 
Precepts, bis Truths, are precious, And to this we 
may Join, 4. The Love of Beneficence, whereby they 
do all they can for the Honour of Chriſt, the Good 
of his Church, the Credit of his Truths, and for 
bearing down every Intereſt oppoſite to bis. But the 


Things may perhaps fall under another Head. 


4. We may conſider this Love in the Dimen{ons of 
it; as God's Love towards his People bath Feighr, 
and Depth, and Length, and Breadth, fo there is ſome- 
thing like Dimenſions of that ſort in their Love to 
him. 1. Their Love is a high Love, it hath a Height, 
it is a tranſcendent Love; they love him above. al! 
Things, they love him more than Father or Mother, 
Sifter or Brother, Profit or Pleaſure, Credit or Pre- 
ferment, yea, "doubtleſs they count all Things but Loſs, 
Kc. The Language of their Soul is, None but Chriſt, 
in all Things he hath the Preheminence. 2. Their 
Lowe hath Depth, for it is rooted in the Heart, and 
does not float in the Fancy. The Love of many i: 
but like a Thaw, that will ſometime be on the Face 
of the Ground, by the Heat of the Sun, while there is 
a hard Froſt below in the Earth ; fo their Love is but 
ſuperficial, upon the Surface of the Soul, there i: 
ſome Thaw, but the Heart is hard, true Love hath 
3. Their Love hath a Breadth, they 


fulneſs, Juſtice and Holineſs; they love not only his 
Covenant Promiſes, but his kindly Threatnings, not 
only his favourable Providences, but alſo his father! 


Chaſtiſements ; they love every Thing that hath any 
Thing of God in it, his People becaule they are his 
Image, his Ordinanges becauſe they are his Galleries, 

1 ; they 
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hey love the Place awhere his Honour dwells, and 


and tak Frery Thing that hath a Divine Stamp and Super- 


deli hting cription. 4. Their Love hath a Lengib in it, as well 
77 © Is a Height, and Depth, and Breadth. It is not like 
Is Mz: the Hope of, the Hypocrite that periſheth. Their 


Hope and Love, who are Hypocrites, is built upon 
an airy Fancy and, empty Imagination, it is built 
upon Sand, and fo it falls to the- Ground, but the 
Believer's Love is built upon the Faith of the Pro- 
miſe, and the Faith of the Love of God; it is built 
upon the Rock of Ages, and ſo the Building ſtands. 
Some will have a Love to a Thing To-day, and quit 
it To-morrow, but Love to Chriſt will never go quite 
ont. It is true their Love is not always exerciſed, or 
always equal in its exerciſe, for- ſometimes it is like 


d that 1 
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. Con blow the Aſhes, yer all the Power of Hell 
* 7 cannot quench it, for mam Waters cannot quench: 
ho 4 $i Love ; it may be overtop'd with the Weeds ot Cor- 
— 2 ruption, and out of view, for the Fleſh luſtetb againſt. 
1 * ® the Sirit, and the Fleſh may be ſtrong, and the Spirit 
; 55018 F or Grace weak, but {till the Root remains, and ſhall 
M k ' grow up to Perfection, | 
£4 <a 5. We may conſider this Love in the Properties of 
Pr 2 N it. Some of them have been touched in the pre- 
od of, ceding Heads, therefore in ſhort, 1. True Love to 
f Chriſt God in Chriſt is a free and voluntary Love. Some 
2. Tei People farce thenulelves np, as it were, to a liking 
art, and of Chriſt, by uſing manifold Arguments, and after all, 
he . 1 it is imaginary and mercenary Love ; they are not 
99 69 05 under the Conſtraint of Goſpel Grace, but the Con- 
there i ſtraint of legal Hope, expecting ſome Reward for their 
. Love and Service: But here the Perſon loves the 
there |! Lord for himſelf, and ſerves him witheut legal Com- 
" hath E or CoaRion, or by legal Fears of Hell, or 
4, they egal Hope of Heaven. As he loves them freely in 
Faith. Oppoſition to Merit, ſo they love him freely in Op- 
only his poſi ion to legal Compulſion. 2. True Lowe is a fin- 


ugs, No! cere Lowe; Grace be with all them that loue our 
father! 128. Fe Chrift in Sincerity ; It is a loving the Lord 
)ath an) * quith all the Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength, it is 
are his hearty, and hach its Abode in the inner Chambers of 


alleries; 
N they EA ” 


| N 
the Heart. It does not ly in 8 Tongue or Lip, or 
the outward Profeſſion only, but in the Heart and 
Affection, and Soul of Man. True Love is an ardent 
Love ; it is compared to Fire that hath'a moſt ve- 
hement Flame: It is like Fire for Light, it is. the 
Diſcovery of Chriſt that makes the Soul to love 
Him, and it makes the Man's Light to \ ſhine be- 
fe Men, ſo as his heavenly Father is glorified : It 
s like Fire for Heat, it heats the Breaſt, and warms 
the AﬀeCtions, and flames towards Chriſt when 
he is ſeen: It is like the Fire for its conſuming 
Quality, it conſumes Luſts and Corruptions ; Many 
Waters cannot quench it, no Water of Sin, of Af- 
fiction, of Deſertion, or Temptation. 4. True Love 
is ative Love; it makes the Soul to act for God, 
and for Chriſt, ſaying, O what ſhall I do for him? 
What ſhall J render to the Lord for all bis Benefits? 
It conſtrains to Services and Sufferings for Chriſt, 
3 True Love is an uniting Love, it carries out the 
oul towards Union and Communion with God in 
Chriſt, he affects Communion with him in the 
Thoughts and Meditations : My Meditation of him 
fail be faveet ; Communion with him in his Ordi- 
nances, Communion with him in his Grace, and 
Communion with him in Glory. 6. True Love is a 
ſolicitous and careful Lewe; it is careful to avoid 
whatever is offending to God, careful to provide what- 
ever is pleaſing to him, careſul and folicitous left 
it ſhould loſe his Companny, careful and ſolicitous 
to recover a Sight of him when he abſents himſelt. 
7. True Love is a bold and venturing Love, it will 
adventure upon Reproaches, Perſecutions, Dangers, 
Difficulties, yea and Death it ſelf, for the Sake of the 
Lord Jeſus. When there are the greateſt Difficulties, 
true Love will cleave moſt to Chriſt; when there 
is a general Apoſtacy, true Love will appear moſt for 
_ Chriſt, as the two Witneſſes, Rew. xi. When Men 
make Breaches upon the Truths of God, the true 
Tower of Chriſt will caſt himſelf into the Breach, as 
Pergamus did, Rev. ii. 13. In a Word, when Lowe 
cannot ſtand in the Breach it will mourn for = 
" & 4 1 _ 
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honour done to Chriſt, and weep in ſecret Places 
r-it ;- all theſe proceed from the invincible Valour 


W Lowe. 8. True Love is a perſevering Love: When 


with and, Hope, in ſome reſpect, will carry us no 
rther than the Grave, love will go over the Bor- 
er of Time, and remain in Heaven for ever. 9g. 
rue love is a conjugal love, a Marriage love 
d as conjugal love is a le, love, ſo is true love 
pd Chriſt ; it calls Jeſus Loxp and Kino. He is 


Wy Lord and worſhip thou him, Pal. xvi. 11. As con- 
* _ love is a chaſte love, ſo true love to Chriſt, can- 


bot endure a Rival ; it allows no Mate, no Luft, no 


Pelilab to come in Chriſt's Room without the ut- 


oft Abhorrence. As conjugal Love is a reverential 
ove, ſo true love to Chriſt carries towards him 
ith holy Fear and Reverence, and filial 3 . 
And as a conjugal Love is a fruitful a fruit-bear- 


ing Love, fo true Love to Chriſt is a Love that 


bears Fruit to him; Ye are dead to the Law by the 


Dody of Chriſt, and married to another, even to Chriſt, 


that ye might bring forth Fruit unto God. Again, 
10. True Love is an tals Love, it changes the 
Perſon in whom it is, into the Image of the glorious 
and beloved Object, and makes him defire above all 
Things to be like unto Chrift, ſaying, O, to be holy, 
O, to be free of Sin, O, to be full of God, O, to be 
conformed to the Image of Chriſt; yea the more 
Love, the more Likeneſs. 11. In a Word, ſome- 
times it is an extatical Love, as if the Man were 
beſide himſelf, and out of himſelf : Hence that 
Proverb, Amantes Amentes, like that of the Apoſtle, . 
4 we be beſide our ſelves it is to God, 2 Cor. v. 13. 
t carries the Soul out of it ſelf, ſaying with the 
Church, The Voice of my Beloved, behold he comes: 
It is an abrupt kind of Speech, like that of a Perſon 
tranſported, raviſh'd, and in a Rapture. The Voice 
of my Belxved, behold he cometh ; ſometimes there 
is a waft of Glory, a bright glance of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs. | 3 
| 6. We may conſider this Love in the Effect of it. 
{1.) This Love vents it ſelf in Prayer and Supplica- 
| 6 3 lien 
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tion. O God, thou A 3 Cod, early will I feek thee. 
(2.) It venta it ſelf in Praiſe and Commendation + My 
. Beloved is white and ruddy, the Chief among Ten 
Thouſand. (3.) It vents it ſelf in Wonder and Admi- 
ration: Behold what manner of Love the Father hath 
beftowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the Sons 
of God. (4.) It vents it ſelf in Obedience and Obſer- 
val ion of his Law: If you love me, heep my Com- 
 mandments. (5.) It vents it ſelf in Hatred of Sin, 
and of every falle Way: Je that love the Lord hate 
Evil. (6.) It vents it ſelf in loving every Thing that 
— to God. And this might lead me to ſhow 

ow. | g 
7. We may conſider this Love in the Ob/e@ of it, 
and in the Extent of its Object. Why the true Lover 
of Chriſt he loves a whole Chriſt. (t.) He loves 
him in his Perſon, as he is the Brightneſ of the Fa- 
ther's Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis Perſon. 
(2.) He loves him fn his Nature, as he is God- 
Man, Immunuel, God with us. (3.) He loves him 
in his Offices, as he is a Prophet to take away his 
Darkneſs, a Prieſt to take away his Guilt, and a 
King to take away his Sin, and to ſubdue his Luſts. 
(4.) He loves him in his Relations, as he ſtands te- 
- lated to God, being his Eternal Son, as he ſtands re- 
lated to the Covenant, being the Mediator, Witneſs, 
Surety and Teſtator, and All of it; and as he ſtands 
related to his Church, being their Head and Huſ- 
band, and all Relations to them. You ſee what a 
large Field T might here go through. .(5.) He loves 
him in his Righreouſne/s, both active and paſſive, ag 
having fulfilled the Law, and fatisfied the Juſtice 
of God in our Room. (6.) He loves him in his 
Merit and Purchaſe ; he loves him in his Spirit 
and Grace; he loves him in his Commands, Pro- 
miſes and Comforts ; he loves him in his Work and 
Wages ; he loves him in his Miniſters and People ; 
he loves him in his Goſpel and Ordinances ; he loves 
bim in his Crown, Honour and Glory; he loves him 
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in his Crofs, his Reproach and Suffering; he loves 
him in every Thing about him, and eſpecially in 


himſelf, as being altogether lovely. And this leads 
to another Conſideration. | 

8. We may conſider this Love in the Grounds of“ 
it. Indeed 'tis a God in Chrift they love; more par- 
ticularly, if you ask what are the Grounds of the 
Saints Love to Chriſt : Why, 1. Their Love to him is 
grounded upon his Worth, Beauty and Excelleney; the 
Soul loves him, becauſe of his own amiable Ex- 
cellency. When the Soul gets a view of Chriſt's own 
Beauty, and of the Glory of God in kim, his Power, 
Wiſdom, Holineſs, Grace, Mercy and other Proper- 
ties, his Heart is raviſh'd with Love within him. O 
the Thoughts of his Worth, and his Fulneſs of Grace 
and Govd-will i- overcoming, Becauſe of the Savour 
of thy good Ointments, thy Name is as Ointment 


poured forth, 3 dn the Virgins love thee, Song 


i. 3. (2.) Their Love to him is grounded upon his 
Undertaking for them, and accompliſhing that Under- 
taking: They love him, becauſe of what he did un- 
dertake from Eternity, and perform in Time, who 
loved me, and pive himſelf for me > They love him, 
becauſe he put himſelf in their Nature for their good: 
They love him, becauſe he hath put his Name in 
their Debr, Bonds and Bills : They love him, becauſe 
he put their Names in his laſt Will, and in the Book 
of Life : They love him, becauſe he put his Spirit, 
his Nature, and his Father's Image into them. (3.) 
Their Love to him is grounded: upon bis Father's 
Love to him, and Satisfaction in him: © The Lord is 
well pleaſed for his Righteouſneſs Sake, ſaying, This 
is my beloved Son, in who I am well pleaſed. And 
O, but Chrift be defervedly the Object of the Saints 
Love, becauſe he is the ObjeR of the Father's Love, 
who loves him, both as he is his Sdn, and as he is 


our Surety ; and therefore as the Sum of all. (4) 


Their Love to him is grounded upon his Love to 
them ; We loved him, becauſe he firſt loved us, This 
leads me to fa J 

'The 
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The 34. general Head, The Influence that his 


Love hath upon' theirs as the Cauſe of it. And here 


T would, 1. Clear and demonſtrate it, that his loving 


us is the Cauſe of our loving him. 2. Enquire what 
Influence his Love hath upon ours. As to the firſt 
of theſe. To. clear this Point, we would offer the 
following Conſiderations. 1/2. Confideration is, That 
a natural Man that looks upon God, can never have 
a Heart-love to him, whatever he pretends. Lis 
true, many faney God loves them, and pretend they 
have a Love to him, like fome in the Church of 
Epheſus, who ſaid they were Apoſtles, and were not, 
but were found Liars; ſo many pretend they know 
God and love him, who yet in Works deny him, and 
by their Practice are found Liars, and the Viſion of 
their Heads is like to end in utter Narkneſs : Tis 
true alſo, that all that have a Love to God, have not 
the full Aſſurance of God's Love to them. Some 


may live under his Frowns, who yet are in a ſtate of 


Favour ; there may be ſome true Love, where yet 
there is but little joyful Aſſurance ; yet, I ſay, theſe 


who have no Faith at all of God's Love in Chriſt, 


but look upon God as an implacable Enemy, they 
can have no hearty Love to him; nay, Conſcience 
of Guilt, and Fear of Wrath make them run away 
from God as an Enemy; the Spitit of flaviſh Fear, 
which all awakened Sinners are naturally poſſeſt of, 
till God ſhew them his Love and Favour in Chrift, 
will rather harden Men in their Enmity, than melt 
them into Love. If there were nothing but the Ter- 
ror of the Lord to be known, Converfion would be 
impoſſible. 24. Conſideration is, That the greater the 
Senſe of God's Love in Chriſt is, the ſtronger will our 
Love to him be. Hence there are ſuch different De- 


grees of Love to God among the Saints, and even in 


the ſame Saints or Believers at ſeveral Seaſons, ac» 
cording as they have more or leſs of the comfortable 
Apprehenſion of the Love of God in Chriſt : For 
altho* the Love of God be not variable, yet our 
Views and Apprehenſions of it are. Every Believer 
hath his dark and gloomy Days, as well as his _ 
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nd pleaſant Days; and the leſs ſenſible Views, be 


ath of God's Love and Favour, the more ſenſible 


EDeadneſs in Duty, and Decay of Love to God takes 


place. When the Believer wants the Faith of God's 
Love, his Wings are clipt ; but when his Heart 18 
fraughted with a large meaſure of the Faith of God's 


Love, then he mounts up on Wings as an Eagle, then 


the Love of Chriſt conſtrains bim, and his Heart is 


inlarged to run the Way of God's Commandments. 3d. 
Conſideration, That the Love of God diſcovered 


breaks the Power of all theſe Things that hinder our 
Love to him. Is Self-love a Snare to keep us from 
the Love of God? Well, a Diſplay of God's Love 
breaks the Power of Self-love. When Job got a 
Diſcovery of the Glory of God's Grace, then he ab- 
hors himſelf. When we know that God is pacified 
towards us, it makes us /oath* and abhor our ſelves, 
Ezek. xvi. 63. A Sinner is never ſo odious ia his own 
Sight, as when he is perſuaded of his being Precious 
in God's Sight. Does the Flattery of the World 
allure Men trom the Love of God ? Well, but the 
Diſplays of God's Love make the World to be cruci- 
fied to us, and us to the World: Chtiſt's Love diſ- 
covered dims all the ſeeming Glory of the World as 
the Sun darkens the leſſer Lights, and as the Works of 
Nature ſpoil the Reputation of the Works of Art. 
Do the Frowns of the World ſcar us from the Love of 
God and his Way ? Well, but the Diſplay of God's 
Love to us is a noble Security againſt this Tempta- 
tion; for little matter who be againſt us, if God be for 
us, his loving Kindneſs is better than Life ; therefore 
tho“ the Rage of Men ſhould reach our Lives, yet 
what Compariſon is betwixt the Breath of our Noſ- 
trils, and the Favour of an Eternal God? We do not 
love God in Chriſt, becauſe we do not know him; but 
when his Love is diſplayed, then he is known in the 


velation in the Knowledge of Chriſt, the Spirit 
comes as a Spirit of Light, and thus the Love of God 


is fbed abroad upon the Heart by the Holy "Ghoſt. 
4 Conſideration, When God diſplays his Love, he 


at 


ine of the Spirit, as a Spirit of Wiſdom and Re- 
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at the ſame Time HY"... AR the Soul to- whom he 


diſcovers himfelf, and makes it a new Creature, 
Now the new Nature is a grateful and loving Nature, 
depraved Nature may Reward Evil for Good, and 
Hatred for Lowe, but it is not ſo with the new Na- 
ture, it natively renders. Lowe for Lowe; it is native 
to the Soul upon the Diſcovery of God's Love, his 
everlaſting Lewe, to be conftrained to his Set vice 
and Obedience. I you lebe me keep my Command- 
ments. Now this Lowe that is the Product of God's 
Lowe, is virtually all Obedience: and therefore Lowe 
is faid to be the fulfilling. of the Law, and when 
Love takes place his Commanvments are not grievous, 
but pleaſant, yea when the Love of God is in the 
Heart, then the Law of God is in the Heart. 
Bat then, 2. To enquire more particularly, 
what Influence God's Love hath upon ours, He 
love him becauſe he firſt lowed us; our Love js juſt 
the Reflex of his, as the Sun ſhining upon a Glaſs, 
Why, How does his Love to us influence our Love 
to him? 1. Ir hath a Moral Influence in Point of 
Motive: 2. A Phyſical. Influence in Point of Pow- 
er. 1. It hath a Moral Influence in Point of 
Motive, and ſo it is the Moral Cauſe of our Love, the 
Incentive, the Argument. What will move us to 
love, if the Diſplay of this infinite Love does it not? 
We cannot. but love ſuch a good God, who was 
fiſt in the Act and Work of Love, that loved us 
when we were both unloving and unlovely, that 
loved us at fuch a Rate, as to ſeek and follicite our 
Love at the Expence of his Son's, Blood, O amazing 
Love | Is there any Motive can be ſtranger to en- 
gage us to love him again ; Shall not the Love of 
Chriſt conftrain us to love him again? What in 
all the the World will indear a Soul to God, if the 
Love of God do it not? So much as we ſee of the 
Love of God ſo much we love him, and delight in 
him, and no more; every other Diſcovery ot God 
without this, will but make the Soul to flee from 
bim. If the Faith and Apprehenſion of his free 


Love, his antient Love, his antecedent Love, bis 


preventing 


e | 
preventing Love, ſuch as I have ſpoken of, be no 
„Motive or Argument to influence us to love him, 
there is no Argument in the World will prevail. 


a0 2. It hath a Phyſical Influence in Point of Power, 
24 and fo it is not only the Moral, but the Productive 
© 4 Cauſe, There is a Power in his Love that conquers, 
2 captivates, and overpowers the Man, ſo that he 
ce cannot but love; God's Love hath a generative 
4 Power, our Love is brought forth by his Love, 
1's Janes i. 18. Of bis own Will begat he us, that is, 
nu of his own free Love and  Good-wwill. Divine Love 
* makes ſuch an Impreſſion, that it inſtamps Love up- 
4 on the Soul. As his Love hath a generating Power, 
ne ſo it hath a creating Power, his Love infuſes and 
4 creates Love in the Perſon Beloved, it works Good 
Ys in the Man, that is the Object of it, his Power and 
FE Will are commenſurate, whathe will he works, and 
4 when the "Time of Love or of manifeſting Love 
y comes, the Time of Power comes, Thy People fall 
97 be willing in the Day of thy Pover ; his Love hath 
4 a conſtraining Power, The Love of Chrift confirains 
- us, and his Love hath a drawing Power, I bawe 
of loved thee with an everlaſiing Love; therefore with 
, Loving-hindneſs will I draw thee. He draws with 
10 the Cords of Love, and thereby draws the Heart to- 
5 wards him in Lobe; and hence never a Soul taſted 
"= the Sweetneſs of his everlaſting Love, but at the 
" "fame Time he felt the Power of it warming the 
2 Heart, and kindling a Fire of Love there. O how 
" does his mighty Love break the Power of their 
'S mighty Enmity. Was ever pardoning Mercy and 
15 Love intimated, but the pardoned Soul behoved to 
3 read the Pardon with Tears of Joy and to Love 
G much when much was forgiven ? Can they chuſe 
but love him, Who are the called according to his 
2 ' Purpoſe of Lowe, Rom. viii. 28. Mie lowe Gam be- 


4 cauſe he firſt loved us. | 
The 456 General Head was the Application. Isit 


8 ſo, that God's Love to his People is the Source and 
* Cauſe of their Love to him, then we may apply it 
8 for Information ; And, 1. Hence ſee the Difference 


betwixt 
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+  betwixt God's Love to the Saints, and the Saints himſelf 
Love to God. It is true their Loves agree in ſeveral their f 
Things, his love to them is a Love of Complacen- ters h. 
ey, he delights in them, and their love to him is a the Di 
fove of Complacency, they delight in him; he loves them, 
them in Chriſt, and they love him in Chriſt, but But W 
yet vaſtly great is the Difference betwixt his love and Nay, 
theirs. 1. His love is Eternal, their lobe is but © Thing 
Yefterday's Date. 2. His Lowe is the original Cauſe, Chang 
their Lowe is the native Effefs of his, 3. His Love 
love is an antecedent Love, it goes before theirs, as Diſper 
the Father loves the Child when the Child knows Sin? 
not the Father, much leſs loves him, yea they are by * Lo 
Nature Haters of God. And ſurely all mutual * 
Love muſt begin on his Side, Herein is Love, not that into! 
ve loved God, but God loved us; yea his Love not His L 
only goes before our Love, but before every Thing ing L. 
that is lovely in us, Rom. v. 8. God commends his but © 
Le towards us, in that while we were yet Sin- Love. 
ners Chriſt died for us. Sin imports all Unlovelineſs Hour 
and Undeſirableneſs that can be in a Creature, yet IX 
be loves : but then our Love is a Conſequential Love. 1 
ur 


4. His Love being free and eternal is always equa/ 


and unchangeable, for the Strength of 1/rael is not 7 
a Man that be ſhould repent, but our Love to him apd s 
is unequal and changeable, up and down ; his Love 1 Sar 
is like the Sun always, the ſame in its Light, tho' a betwi 
Cloud may ſometimes interpoſe ; our Love is like CUCED 
the Moon, hath its waxings and weanings. His Text 
Love I ſay, is like the Sun, always the ſame in its and 
Light; it is true as the Sun is ſometimes under a love ( 
cloud, ſo the Fruits and Manifeſtations of God's prehe 
Love may change; now he ſhines, now he hides his the fi 
Face, as it may be moſt for our Profit, but ſtill his the F 
Love in itſelf is the ſame; whatever Changes Affect Imag 
the Saints, whether as to Sin or Suffering, yet God's Love 
Love to them is unchangeable. Why were it not God 
Blaſphemy to ſay, that God loves his People in their _— 


ſinning, as well as in theirſtricteſt Obedience ? If fo, 

who will care to ſerve him more? Anjwer, The Love SEE 

of God in itſelf is no more changeable than on Chri 
| - - *himſe] 8 


* 


=. 
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r 
himſelf ; and what then? Loves he his People in 
their 12,414, Ly his People, not their ſinning, Al- 


ters he his Love to them ? No, not his Love, but. 
the Difcoveries of his Love, he ſmites them, rebukes 
them, and fills them with a Senle of Indignation. 
But Woe would be to us if he changed in his Love. 

Nay, he is God and changes not, &. Theſe very 

Things which ſeem to be Demonſtrations of the 
Change of his Affection, do as clearly proceed from 
Love to them, even his Chaſtiſements, as any other 
Diſpenſations. * Well, but will not this encourage to 

Sin? „O ſure he never taſted, as one ſays, of the 

« Love of God, that can ſeriouſly make this Ob- 

« jeQion.” The Doctrine of Grace may be turned 

into Wantonneſs, but the Principle of Grace cannot. 
His Love, I ſay, being free, eternally, and'prevent- 

ing Love, is in itſelf always equal and unchageable, 

but our Love to- God is an ebbing and flowing 

Love. We are ſcarce a Day at a Stand. This 
Hour we may be at this, Tho* all Men forſake thee, 
yet will nat 1! And yet the next Hour. at this, I 
know not the Man; when ever was the Time that 
our Love was equal one Day to an End ? 

2. Hence ſee the Difference betwixt Juſtification 
and Sanctification, and the Priority of Juſtification 
to Sanctification; we may here notice the Difference 
betwixt the one and the other, many are the Differ- 
ences betwixt them, but I confine me to what the 
Text imports. 1. In Juſtification God loves us, 
and ſhows his Love in Chriſt, in Sanctification we 
love God, and ſhow our Love to him. For the com- 
prehenſive Sum of active Holineſs is Love, which is 
the fulfilling of the Law. 2. In Juſtification we have 
the Favour of God, in Sanctification we have the 

Image of God, and the ſpecial Part of his Image is 
Love. 3. In Juſtification we are paſſive, as when 
God ſet his Love upon us; but in Sanctification we 
are active, while his Love cauſes us to Act in loving 
him. 4. Juſtification is God's AQ of Love without 
us, in and through the Merit and Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt imputed to us, ano is God's Work 

; We. 
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of Grace within us, by the Spirit of Chriſt ?mparted 
to us as a Spirit of Love, as well as of other Graces. 
1 Juſtification is perfect, equal, and ay the ſame 

ke the Love of God, the original Cauſe, and the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt the meritorious Cauſe of it, 
but Sanctification is imperfect, unequal and change- 
able, for the Love of the Saints, as-I faid, is up and 
down. 6. Juſtification is the Cauſe, Sanctification 
the Effect, even as God's Love is the Cauſe of our 
Love. 5. Faith in Juſtification is an Inſtrument te- 
ceiving Chrilt 'as the Lord our Righteouſneſs, and, 
apprehending the Love and Mercy of God in bim; 
but Faith in Sanctification is an Agent, employing 
Chriſt as the Lord our Strength, to enable us to mani- 
feſt our Love to him; and fo we ſee the Priority 
of Divine Love and Favour, and Acceptation and 
Juſtification before any Work of ours; and fo how 
any can maintain that actual Goſpel Repentance 
(which muſt be a Work of outs, and a Picce of 
Sanctification at leaſt) doth go before, and is neceſſa- 
ry in order to Juſtification, let the Judicious conſi- 
der, without receeding from our Standarts, and 
binding their Faith to the Belt of any fallible Crea- 
tures, Councils, or Acts. That legal Repentance ot 
Humiliation and Conviction, and Senſe of Sin, does 
go before Juſtification” in order of Divine Operation 
is plain, and that habitual Sactification, or Regene- 
ration, and the infuſing of all Grace into the Soul, 
is alſo previous, is not denied: But that Goſpel Re- 
pentance, or any Part of actual Sanctification, is ne- 
ceſſary in order to Juſtification and Pardon, I do 
not ſee how it is poſſible to maintain that without 
running into the Roman Camp, and fighting with 
Popiſh Weapons, and inverting the Order of our 
Text, making any Part of our Love to God neceſ- 
fary firſt in order to God's /oving us. But ſure 
God's Method of doing will ſtand in Spite of Hell 
and Earth: We /ove him becauſe he firfl loved 
as. | 

3. Hence we may ſee, that as the Perſwaſion that 
is in the Nature of Faith lies in the Apptchenſion 
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( 39 } 
of the Love and Mercy of God in Chrift to a Man's 
ſelf in particular ; fo this DoQtine of Faith does not 
make void the Law, but eſtabliſh and fulfill it, if 
we confider Love as the fulfilling of the Law, tor 
the language of this Text when read in the fiagular 
Number is, I love him becauſe he firſt lowed me ; he 
firſt loved me, there is Faith's Apprehenfion of the 
Mercy of God in Chriſt. It is tive a Believer may 
fay, I know not whether he loved me or not, but ſure 


T am it is not his Faith that ſays fo, but Unbelief ; but 


the ſtronger that his Faith is, to be ſure the more will 
he be able to ſay he loved me, and the more he can 
ſay this, the more can he ſay the other alſo, J 
love him And there is Obedience, Goſpel-obedience, 
the Obedience of Paich, which is a loving Obedience, 
for the Law of Chriſt is a Law of Love. It is Blaſ- 
phemy againſt the Love of God to reproach it, as 
a Mother of Licentiouſneſs, and a Nurſe of carnal 
Security. They that have the Love of God in their 
Eye, can take no encouragement from thence to fin, 
for Sin tends to cloud that Light, wherein they re- 
joice. It it were poſſible for a Believer to think that 
God loves him, and thereupon ſhould take encourage- 
ment to ſin, then I am bold to fay, it is not the Faith 
of God's Operation takes place at that Time with 
him, but only a Fancy, and a ftrong Temptation of 
Satan, working upon that Fancy: For true Faith of 
God's Love, brings Holineſs, Love and Obedience 
along with it, as natively as the Riſing Sun brings 
Light. God's Love of Bounty diſplayed does as na- 
tively bring in our Love of Duty, as it is natural for 
the Fire to bring heat. Is it poſſible that God's 
communicating his Thoughts of Peace to a Child will 
embolden him to new Acts of Treaſon ? No, if the 
Senſe of Ged's Love did not wear off, and Security 
and Unwatchfulneſs wear on, the Believer's Love 
would ay be flaming in the Fire of God's Love. The 

have no Experience of the Love of God, who think 


that the Diſcovery thereof, would give them a Licence 
to tranſgreſs. 


D 2 4. Hence 


* N 

4. Hence we ſee, that as the Believer is perfedly 
free from vindiQtive Wrath, from the Curſe and penal 
Sanction of the Law, fo his Goſpel-obedience is not 
influenced by fawiſh Fear of Hell, but by the Love 
of, God. How can the Mao that is actually juſtified 
and accepted in the Beloved, and fo the actual Object 
of God's everlaſting. unchangeable Love ever tall 
under his vindictive Wrath, which is the threatning 
and ſentence of the Law as a Covenant of Works ? 
And how can the Believer, that is obliged to believe 
this Love, be ever obliged to ſerve from a Fear of 
Hell and vindiQtive Wrath? That he may thro' Un- 
belief apprehend God's vindictive Wrath, and Fear to 
be thrown into Hell, is plain from common Experi- 
ence, but that the Fear of Hell ſhould be either a 
Goſpel-grace, or a Believer's Duty, is ſome of the new 
Divinity of our Day. Filial Child- like Fear, which is 
the Believer's Duty at all Times, is every way con- 
ſiſtent with Love, yea ſuppoſes and imports the Faich 
of God's fatherly Love; but flaviſh Fear of Hell and 
vindictive Wrath excludes and oppoſes it, ſee the Con- 
text, wer. 18. There* tis no Fear in Love, but perfect 
Love caſtetb out laviſh and tormenting Fear. 

5. Hence we may fee the Difference betwixt the 
Covenant of Works and the Covenant of Grace The 
Order of the Covenant of Works is, in ſome Re- 
ſpect, quite croſs to the Order here tet down in our 
Text; for in the Covenant of Works, our Love of 
Duty was firſt to take place, and after that God's 
Love of Bounty as the Reward of our perfect Love 
and Obedience, according to the old Covenant 
Paction; whereas in the Covenant of Grace, God 
firſt ſhews his Love of Bounty, and then follows our 
Love of Duty. Never does the Soul turn his Af- 
fections towards God, if the Heart of God be not 
firſt ſet upon him. Herein differ Works in the New 
Covenant (for Love, as-I ſaid before, is the Sum of 
all Work and Obedience) from Works in the Old 
Covenant. In the legal Covenant, our Love and 
Work is firſt, and then God's Favour and Juſlifica- 
tion ; but in the Goſpel-Covenant God's Love and 

; ; Favour 
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Favour in Juſtiſication i firſt, and then our Love 
and Obedience follows, as the ſame Day that the 
Waters went off ftom the Earth and was gathered 
into the Sea, the Earth was adorned with Graſs 
and Flowers, and was fruitful ; ſo when the Deluge 
of Wrath goes off trom the Conſcience, and the 
Favour of God appears: in Juſtification, then it is 
Ne adorned with the Graces of the Spirit and 
ove among the Chief of them ſpringing up; what- 
ever other Motive engages to Obedience here, yet 
Love is the moſt prevaſent Motive, and here Gra- 
titude influences to Obedience. In a Word, the Co- 
venant of Works was properly conditional to us, 
but the Covenant of Grace, however conditional to 
Chriſt, who hath performed the whole Condition in 
his Obedience to the Death, yet to us it is abſolute- 
ly free and unconditional. Upon what Condition 
have we God's Love and Favour ? Does not bis 
Love prevent all Conditions? He firſt loved us, his 
Love prevents the true proper Condition it ſelf, 
namely, Chriſt's Obedience, for his Love ſent him 
to perform the ſame, much more does it prevent all 
that Men call Conditions. O, how far is our Obe- 
dience, even the Obedience of Faith, from having 
any Cauſality or proper federal Conditionality in 
obtaining Salvation, ſeeing our imperfe&t Love and 
Obedience here is not the Cauſe, but the Effect of 
God's Love and Favour partly diſplayed, and our 
perfect Love and Obedience in Heaven will be the 
Effect of the full Viſion of his glorious Grace in 
Heaven, where we ſhall be like him, becauſe we 

all fee him as he is. i 
6. Hence we may ſee the Blaſphemy of theſe who 
ſay, they are Believets in Chriſt and yet are not 
Lovers of God, and who pretend to believe the Grace 
of God, and yet turn his Grace to laſcivouſneſs, by 
continuing in Enmity againſt him, and diſcover their 
Enmity by their ungodly Practices; tbe Grace of 
God that brings Salvation teaches us quite contrary, 
what the Law teaches preceptively the Goſpel teaches 
effectively, vis 19 deny Ungodlinsſs, &c. Tit. ii. 11, 12. 
; E She 
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She is not the Spouſe of Chriſt, but an Adultereſs, 
that impudently abuſes his Love. They can have 


no true Evidence of God's love to them, who have 


no love to him ; for our Love to him is the native 
Reſult of his Love to us, ode bim becauſe he 
firſt loved us. The Love of God diſcovered knocks 
down the natural Enmity which is the Root of all 
Difobedience, and influences to Love, which is the 
Sum of all Obedience. | 

7. See hence the eminent Privilege of the Saints 
whatever low Thoughts the World may have of them. 
It is an Honour to ſtand in the Preſence of Princes, 
tho' but as Servants; what Honour then have all the 
Saints to ſtand with Boldneſs in the Preſence of 


- God and enjoy his Boſom Love? The Queen of 


Sheba pronounced a Bleſſing on the Servants of Solo- 
mon who ſtood before him and heard his Wiſdom, 
how much more bleſſed are they who ſtand conti- 
nually before the God of Solomon, hearing his Wiſ⸗ 
dom and enjoying his Love? As they .are happy, 


ſo are they ſafe. Here is a ſafe ſweet Retreat to 


the Saints in all the Trials, Reproaches and Miſ- 
repreſentations they undergo in the World. When 
a Child is abuſed in the Street by Strangers, he runs 
with ſpeed to the Boſom of his Father, there he 


makes his Complaint, and is. comforted. In all the 
hard Cenfures' and Tongue- Perſecutions which the 


Saints meet withal in the Streets of the World, they 
may run to their Father, and be comforted ; his Love 
can counterballance all the World's Frowns. O! 
how are they privileged beyond all the hypocritical 
World! Hypocrites for the moſt part cannot be 


- - known or difterenced from Saints, in regard of their 


external Duty and Enjoyment, but yet while they 
are living in the love of their Luſts, the Saints are 
ſweetly wrapt up in the Boſom-of God's Love, they 
have this Meat to eat and Refreſhment in the Ban- 

queting- houſe, wherein others have no ſhare. 
8. 3 ſee where it is we may get our Enmity 


of 
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of God. What is the Reaſon that the World have 
no Love to God? Why, they cannot believe his Love 


you'll love him, becauſe he hath loved you, Que. 


and Good-will thro* Chriſt, and ſo they live in En- 
mity. What is the Reaſon that Believers have ſo 
little love to God ? Even becauſe their Faith of, his 
lobe is ſo wenk. It is by Faith we know, that Go 
i in Chrift reconciling the Warld to bimſelf ; it is by 
Faith, wwe ſee the King in bis Beauty, and ſo cannot 
but love him. It is by Faith, that we. hear bis. 
Voice, and underſtand his Words of Grace, and ſay it 
is, the Voice of my Beloved ; it is by Faith we embrace 
the Promiſes, which are ſo many Meilages of Love; 
It is by Faith, we receive out of Chriſt's Fulneſs 
Grace for Grace ; or, as the Word may be rendered, 
Lowe for Love. Faith breaks the Shell of the Promiſe, 
and then eats the Kernel of God's Lowe and Grace 
that 13 there, Faith is the Bucket wherewith -we 
draw, Chriſt is the Well, God is the Fountain, and 
Love is the Water that we draw; O! what get 
you in Chriſt, poor Soul whenever you go to him ? 
Can you not ſay, O, I get more {ove to God than 
I had ! I never wan near him but 1 got a Bucketful 
of Love to God; out of his Fulneſs, we receive Grace 
for Grace, and Lowe for Lowe. In a Word, by Faith, 
we bebold the Glory of the Lord as ina Glaſs, and are 
changed into the ſame Image, and the image of God 
is ove. O! then the little Faith that takes place in 
our Day, makes little /zve to God and his People; 
Faith and Love are like Twins that are born together, 
and live and die together. Go to the Root of all our 
Backſlidings, and you'll find it Uabeliet, an evil Heart 
of Unbelief, &c. | | | 
Examination. Try your State by this Doctrine, 
whether or not you be in a State of Favour, with 
God, and the Objects of his Love in a ſpecial manner. 
How ſhall 1 know it he hath loved me ? You may 
know it by thatFruit and Evidence of it in the Text; 
if he hath manifeſted his Love ſavingly to you, then 


— 


Huw ſhall L know it I have that Love to him, * 
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the Fruit and Eſſect of his feſt . me? Anſw. 1. 
If your Love to him, be ſuch as is the Fruit of his 
Love to you, then you have been convinced of your 
natural Enmity, and that you never had any Love, 
nor could have it, unleſs the Lord in Love had in 
ſome meaſure manifeſted himſelf in his Grace. Man 

ſpeak of their loving God all their Days, as if it 
were natural for them to love God; poor Things, 
they never ſaw or conſidered, that they were born 
with a Dagger of Enmity in their Hearts againſt God. 


Theſe that truly love him have ſeen their want of 


Love, and ſomething of the Power and Strength of 
their Enmity, and got it in ſome meafure broken in 
a Day of Power. 2. If you have ſuch Love to him, 
as is the Fruit of his Love to you, then you have 
ſeen. his Glory, and particularly the Glory of his 
Grace, and Love todraw out your Love towards him. 
Shego me thy Glory, ſays Moſes to God, yea, ſays God, 
PII make all my Goodneſs paſs before thee. His Good- 
neſs and his Love is his Glory. Tf you have ſeen his 
Glory, ſurely you count all Things but Loſs and Dung 
in Compariſon of bim. 3. If you have ſuch Love, 
as is the Fruit of his Love, then his lovelineſs and ex- 
cellency hath engaged you to chuſe him, to chuſe him- 
ſelf for your God, his Chriſt for your Huſband, his 
Covenant for your Charter, his Precepts for your 
Rule, his People for your Companions, his Purchaſe 
for your Jointure, his Spirit for your Guide, his Pro- 
miſe for your Cordial, his. Glory for your Aim. It 
have choſen him thus, and refolve to abide by 
your Choice, it is a Fruit of his chuſing you from 
Eternity: You have not choſen me firſt, but I have 
choſen you. 4. If you have ſuch love to him, as is the 
Fruit of his loving you, then it is the Faith of his 
Love, that in a ſpecial manner will influence you to Q- 
bedience in all the Duties of Religion, If you /owe me 
heep my Commandments: Yea, the Faith of his Love 
will influence you to ſuch a love to him, as will brin 
forth all the Fruits of true Love. And here Pll tell 


you ſome of the Fruits of true Love to God, by which 


vou may try your Love to him, 


1. One 


1. One Fruit of & Le N this, true Love will 
make you love to be with him on Earth, and long to 
be with him in Heaven. 1. On the one Hand, true 
Love will make you love to' be with him on Earth, 


and this Love will make you rejoyce when he is pre- 


ſent, ſaying, O, my Soul ſhall rejoyce in God my Sa- 
Diour, and it will make you lament when he is abſent, 
laying: O, that I knew where I might find him; 
you'll love to be with him in your Defire, ſaying, He 
is the Defire of all Nations, and the Deſire of my 
Soul; you'll love to be with him in your Delight, ſay- 
ing, 4 Bundle of Myrrh is my Beloved to me, he ſhall 
ly all Night betwixt my Breaſts ; you'll love to be 
with him in your Walk and Converſation, defiring 10 
bade your Converſation in Heaven, -and to walk With 
him ; you'll love to be with him in your Efteem, 
ſa, ing, Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and there 
is none in Earth that I deſire befides thee ; you'll 
love to be with him in your Thoughts and Medita- 
tions, ſaying, My Meditation of him ſhall be ſweet 3 
you"l] love to be with him in your Duties and Per- 
formances, in reading and hearing, and ſinging, in 
communicating, in praying; you'll love to be with 
him, and to have him with you ; particularly to be 
with him in Prayer is the moſt” frequent Thing with 
the Believer, how does he love to emboſom himſelf 
to his God, The Legalift may do the Duty, but to 
be with Chriſt in it, is what he is not much taken 
up with ; the Believer is taken up with Prayer as a 
Mean of Communion with God. O, I dow not 
bide away from him, tho” he ſhut the Door upon me, 
and cover himſelf with a Cloud, that my Prayer can- 
not paſs through; I dow not ſtay away from him. 
It is one of the main Things that makes Earth to- 
lerable to the Believer, that he hath ſometimes Acceſs 
to God in Chriſt by the Spirit in Prayer. If it were 
not for ſome ſweet Meetings that he hath with the 
Lord this Way, he would even be crying, O what a 
weary place is this Earth ! O let me out of it! I fay 
the true Lover loves to be with God, and to have 


God with him. How does he love to have i 
: im 
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bim? By bis ſanctifying Ae by his enlightning, 
enlarging, enlivening, and comforting Grace. True 
vers love one anothers Company. And, 2. As the 
true Lover of Chrift loves to be with him here, fo 
on the other Hand, he longs to be with him here- 
after. O, to be in the place of perfect Love, where 
there will be an eternal Emanation of the Love of 
God; O, to be in the Place of perfect Likeneſs to 
Chriſt, For when he ſhall appear, we ſbull be like him, 
for wi nou on him as he ts. Tho” they are recon- 
ciled to bis Will, and made content to abide here, 
while he pleaſes, yet they are even longing for that 
Day, when they ſhall have the immediate Fruition 
of him, and. be delivered from all Sin; they deſire 
to be diſſolved, and to be with Chrift which is beſt 
of all, A carnal Man may ſay, O, to be out of an 
ill World; but the Heart of the true Lover ſays, O, 
to be with Chrift. ' It is true, when the Believer's 
Love is in freth Exerciſe, he will even ſometime be 
willing to abide in this World, notwithſtanding of 
all the Troubles and Trials that are in it, if fo be he 
may glorify God in it, whether by ſuffering for him, 
or giving a Teſtimony againft Sin, and for the Truth 
and Honour of the Lord Jelus. O, if I may be of 
any Uſe to any of thine, if IJ may be of any Service 
to thy Majeſty, and glorify thee by doing or ſuffer- 
ing ; if thou will help me to ſerve and honour thee 
in my Life, let me. even beg from Door to Door in 
the Wilderneſs ; through Grace Vil cheerfully en- 
dure any Trouble, and glory in my Infirmities, That 
the Porter of Chrift may re upon me. "This Sub- 
miſſion is not inconfiſtent with his longing to be with 
the Lord. Thus, I fay, true Lovers of God, a 
love to be with him on Earth, and long to be wit 
him in Heaven. 

2. True Lore will make you long to be like him, 
ſaying, O, to be holy as God is holy, O, to be conform 
to the Image of his San, O, "to be like unto Chriſt. Iu- 
_ deed che Man that hath moſt of the Image of God, 

| will readily fee himſelf the moſt unlike to him, and look 
pon himſelf as the moſt unholy Perſon on Earth. 
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O, my Undirtinding © is like a dark Dungeon, my 
Will is like a Devil, and my Heart like a Hell; and 
yet ſomething of the Light of God it is that thus 
diſcovers him to himſelt, ſo unlike to God, and 
fomething of the Love of God it is that makes 
hic love to be like him, and defire above all 
Things to be quit of Sin, which is the Devil's I- 
mage, and to be indued with Holineſs, which is 
Gog's Image. 


True Lowe will make you love to live upon 


| kim: You'll, love to live upon God the Fountain of 


living Water, and love to /ive upon Chriſt for Wiſ- 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, and Redemption. 
The Lover of God 1s one that loves to live by Faith. 
on the Son of God; to him to live is Chriſt, Chriſt is 
the Aba and Omega of his Life, the Food and 
Medicine of his Life, the Author and Reſtorer of his 
Lite, and the whole Bulineſs of his Life, Many 
havelictle Bulineſs with Chriſt ; but the true Believer, 
the true Lover, Chriſt is the whole Bufinefs of his 
Lite; like the Woman that, they ſay, took the Body 
of her dead Hulband and grind it to Powder, and 
drank the Powder in her daily Drink, and fo made 
her Body a living Tomb for her dead Huſband; the 
Believer is to live ftill upon a dead and crucified 
Huſband. 

4. True Love to God will make you love to rewe- 
rence him; godly Fear is a true Mark of Love, you'll 
have a holy Fear of diſpleaſing him, you'll have a jea- 
lous Fear, left your deceitful Heart | lead you aſide from 
him. We receiving a Kingdom that cannot be moved, 
Se. Heb. xii. 28. For our God is a conſuming Fire. All 
this is inconſiſtent with the ſlaviſh Fear of Hell: For 
the Faith of receiving the Kingdom that cannot be 
moved ; and the Fear of Hell, which is a being ex- 
eluded from that Kin dom, are contradiCtory ; but let 
us Fear our God in Chick. who hath diſcovered him- 
ſelf in Chtiſt to be even @ conſuming Fire; for this 
Fire of infinite Juſtice took hold of the Man . Chriſt 
Jeſus. When God dwelling in the Buſh of our Nang. 
cure, the Buſh burned in the F 1 of Divine . 
an 
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and Juſtice was ſatisfied this Way; herein God gave 
a more awful Inſtance of his being « 99 Fire, 


in taking Vengeance upon Sin in the 
can be given by all the Flames of Hell, in which the 
Wicked: will burn for Eternity. But here God being 
in the Buſh, the Buſh burnt, but was not conſumed ; 
He that was dead is alive, and bebold be liveth for 
evermore. But we may turn aſide and ſee this great 
Sight, the Buſh burning, Chriſt ſatisfying Divine 
Juſtice ; and what in the World ſhould more influ- 
ence to a holy Fear than this. 

5. True Love will make you love to think well of 
him, and think no Evil of him. Love thinketh no 
Evil, ſays the Apoſtle, - you will entertain good 
Thoughts of God, and conſtruct all he does in the 
beſt Senſe ; tho*-in Affliction a Saint may have harſh 
Thoughts of God, and under a Fit of Temptation, 


yet habitually he entertains good Thoughts of all 


God's Dealings towards him; this or that Diſpen- 
ſation or Affliction, however ſevere, is either to mor- 
tify ſome Luft, or to exerciſe ſome Grace, or to diſ- 
cover ſome Corruption, and remove it. O, how 
good is he that will not let me alone in my Sins, nor 
let me go with my Faults, nor ceaſe to be a Reprover 
Love thinks no Evil.” 

6. True Love will make you love what he loves, 
and hate what he hates, and alſo love as he loves, and 
hates as he hates, 1. True Love will make you love 
what he loves, and hate what he hates; and particu- 
larly they love his Friends, and hate his Enemies. 1. 
"They love his Friends, his Friends in Office, and his 


Friends in Heart. 1. His Friends in Office, his Mini- 


ſters, whole Office it is to commend Chriſt ; ſurely 
they that love God, will love his Friends ; they that 
love Chriſt the Bridegroom, will love the Friends of 
the Bridegroom, whole Work it is to ſet him forth. 
How beautiful, Rom. x. 1 upon the Mountains, &c. 
The Reaſon why they low ſuch, is, Becauſe it is their 


Work, to open Chriſt's Love-letter that is-ſent to his 
Bride, and to read it, and explain it to the Bride, and 
' becauſe they love the ſweet Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
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Some pretend a great love to the Precepts of the 
Law, but for the DoQrine of the Goſpel, and free 
Juſtification without the Works of the Law, they 
ſuſpect that as Antinomian Stuff, oppolite to the Law; 
they will mock at Chriſt's Meſſengers when they 
preach the Doctrine of Grace. But I ſeek no fur- 
ther Evidence of an Enemy to Chriſt than that; 
ſome love all Preachers, and all Preaching alike, 
they cannot diſcern betwixt the one and the other: 


If you preach the DoQrine of the Goſpel to them, 


they love that; if you preach the Covenant of Works 
to them, and bid them do ſo and fo, and thereupon 
they ſhall be juſtified before God, they love that too, 
all is Fiſh that comes in the Net with them; but 
the Sheep of Chriſt 4now is Voice, and the Voice of 
the Shepherds that convey bis Voice, and Mind to 
them, is ſweet and, beautiful, and lovely to them. 2. 
They love his Friends in Heart, as well as his Friends 
in Office; the Saints, The excellent Ones of the Earth, 
are theſe in whom is all their Delight; He that loves 
him that begat, loves him that is begotten. "They love 
the Bretbren, as in the Verle following the Text. 
How can one 12 that he loves Gad, whom he bath not 
ſeen, &c. ? e that loves the Parent, will love the 
Child ; they that love God will love his Children that 


have his Image, as a Man will love the very Picture 


of the Perfon whom he loves ; they love the Saints, 
tho” poor, as a Man will love Gold, tho" in a Rag, 
and alſo will love them tho? afflicted, even as Mettal 
ina Furnace may be loved. 2. As the true Lovers 
of God will love his Friends, ſo they will bate his 
Foes and Enemies, whether it be his open Encmies 
without, or his ſecret Enemies within. 1. His open 
Enemies without, even all the Wicked and ungodly 
World; Do not I hate them that haute thee, and am 
grieved with them that riſe up againſt thee * They 
that can delight in Fellowſhip with theſe that are 
Drunkards, Swearers, and Blaſphemers of the Name 
of God, ſurely they cannot have the Love of God, 
at leaſt in Exerciſe ; the true Lover of God hates the 
Wicked as ſuch. It is true, as they are the Children 


of 
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of Adam, Bone e . and Fleſh cf their Fleſh, 
as they are poor miſerable Creatures like themſelves, 
they love them with a Love of Pity ; but as Enemies 
to God, and in Rebellion againſt him, they can have 
no Delight in them, their Company is a Burden to 
them. 2. As they hate his open Enemies without, 
ſo they hate his ſecret Enemies within, and theſe are 
their own Luſts and Corruptions. They hate Sin 
who lobe God, and are engaged in a Warfare againſt 
Sin, and their own Luſts. He that loves God hates 
Sin, whether in himſelf or others; he hates Sin as 
God's Enemy, and as that which is difpleaſing and 
diſhonouring to him, and as that which mars Com- 
munion with God, that provokes him to be angry, 
and unfits them for his Service. O, that loath- 
ſom, ugly Thing Sin, that Evil of Evils, and Devil 
of Devils: The Man purſues it to Death, and 
cannot reſt till he get his Hands wrung, as it were, 
in its Heart's Blood; they have taken up Arms a- 
gainſt it, in the Name of the Lord, and reſolved 
never to lay them down, till it be mortified and 
killed. They find indeed ſometimes Sin very lively 
and ſtrong in them, and themſelves led Captive by 
the Law of Sin ; but this animates them ſo much 
the more to purſue it to Death ; and as they hate 
Sin in themſelves, ſo alſo in others, I beheld Tranſ- 
greſſors and was grieved. | would not give much 
for your Pretenfions to Love, if you have no 
Zeal againſt Sin; Love is the Fire, Zeal is the 
Flame, they that love the Lord will ſhew forth 
indignation againſt Sin. Thus, I ſay, true Lovers 
of God will love what he loves, and hate what he 

hates. | 
2. True Love will not only hate 2vhþat he hates, 
and love what he loves, but hates as he hates, and 
love as he loves. 1 They will hate as he hates, 


they will hate Sin, as God hates it; I ſpeak not of 


Degrees, but of Similitude. 1. God hates "via with 
a natural Hatred, as oppoſite to his Nature, Will, 
and Law, and diſhonouring to' him ; fo the true 
Lovers of God will hate Sin with a natural Hatred; 
3 | I mean 
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I mean by Virtue" of his _ Nature, be will hate 
it as oppoſite to God's Nature and Will, and diſ- 
honouring to Bis God. 2. God hates Sin with a 
perfect Hatred, and lo does the true Lover of God; 
they ſay of God's Enemies within them, as David, 
Pfal. exxxix- 21. 1 hate them with a perfect Hatred, 
their Hatred is going on to Perfection. 3. God 
hates Sin with an ever/aſtine Hatred, he will never 
be reconciled with it; lo the true Lover of God 
hates Sin with an everlaſting Hatred, a durable - 
Hatred ; they will never be Friends with it. 4. 
God hates Sin with a grievous Hatred; Sin grieves 
tis Spirit, and is as it were a Burden to him, he 1s 
preſſed under it as @ Cart under Sheawes ; ſo the 
true Lover is grieved with the Body of Sin and 
Death, and preſſed under it. 5. God hates Sin with 
a parting ſeparating Hatred, 1 caſts it away with 
Loathing and Abhorrence, being of purer Eyes than 
that he can behold Iniguity; fo the true Lover hates 
Sin fo as to part with it, and ſeparate from it ; 
and while he cannot get himſelf rid of it, he loaths 
himfelf for it. 6. God hates Sin with an avenging 
Hatred; he takes Vengeance upon it where ever it 
is, even when it was found but imputatively in 
Chriſt, he took Vengeance upon it in the Surety ; 
ſo the true Lover of God hates Sia with an aveng- 
ing Hatred ; yea, what Revenge does he meditate 
againſt it, 2 Cor. vii. 11. He would ſometimes be at 
Sampſon's Work, to pull down the Houſe of that 
Tabernacle upon the Philiſtines, to be avenged upon 
it, and cannot reſt till it be deftroyed ; he looks 
upon himſelf as wretched, fo long as it remains with 
him. O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
me, &c. Thus he hates as God hates. 

2. They love as God loves. *Tis true God's 
Love to them is infinite, their Love, is but finite, bis 
Love to them is the Love of a God, their Love to 
him is but the Love of Creatures ; yet their Love 


beats fome Reſemblance of his Love. (1.) God's Love 


to his Children is a remembering Love. He never 


forgets them, Can 4 8 forget ber ſucking Child, * 
| 2 8 


Ec. 
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Kc. So true Love to God is a remembring Love; Fr 

they cannot forget God, They remember his Love 5 

more than Wine. I'!l never forget thy Precepts, for by thy 

them thou haſt quickned me, I can never forget * 

fuch a Woid, ſuch a Glance, ſuch a Viſit, ſuch a Go, 

Day, ſuch a Sermon, ſuch a Bank, ſuch a Brae, ſuch his 

a Chamber where God manifeſted himſelf. (2.) God's "TIF 

Love to his People is a hearty and cordial Love, he ple 

Lowes them with all his Heart : So where true aa 

Love is, it will be with all the Heart, Soul, Mind, and 

and Strenge; as with the Heart Man believes, ſo his 

with the Heart the Believer loves. (3.) God's Love to h 

to his People is a manifefled Love, he does not. con- ing 

ceal his Love but diſcovers it; fo true Love to God a 

will be a manifeſted Love, it will manifeſt It ſelf, _ Loy 

6 and vent it ſelf in Prayer, in Praiſes, in Zeal, in O- all 

*þ bedience, If you Love me keep my Commandments. (10 

by The true Lover will vent his Love by deſiring to * 

j keep Chriſt's Words, keeping them in the Heart, * 

Thy Mord have I hid in my Heart, &c. keeping them bve 

in the Practice, By ordering the Converſation aright, is ar 

l (A.) God's Love to his People is an uniting Love, you 

if it brings them to Union with himſelf ; ſo true Love Ks 

3 to God is uniting, defires Union, and cleaves to 132 

{ the Lord; it affect Nearneſs, more and more of 1 

1 Nearneſs, and ſtill more and more and more Nearneſs. ſock 

ll. (5. God's Love to his People is a prevailing 4 > 2 

| t had many Hindrances in its way, Mountains o to y 

| Guilt, Mountains of Sin, Mountains of Provoca- of ( 

[ tion, yet he did not call back his Love again; ans; 

F even ſo, true Love to God, notwithſtanding of Hin- oy 

| drances and Oppoſition. from Earth and Hell, and that 

4 Corruption within, yet is not drawn back, but la- Goc 

| bours to prevail, and will thro' Grace fight its mo 5 
thro' all Difficulties, for Lowe is firong. as Death. 


6.) God's Love to his People, is a reſgicing Love, 2 
| e rejoiceth in his Love; fo where true Love to, 
God is, the Man will rejoice in his Love, delight 8 
| in God and Chriſt, and be joyful in the God of bis 
[ Salvation. (7) God's Love to his People is a reſt- 
f | ing Love, Zeph. v. 17. He Reſts in bis Love. Mar 


* 

comes it. never think? of removing any more, 

his it my Refl, here will T fay; ſo where true Love 
to God is, it is a reſting Love, it ſays,return to 
thy R, O ny Soul: The true Lover of God hath 
no other reſting Place but a God in Chriſt. (8.) 
God's Love to his People, is a communicative Love, 
his Love inclines him, and engages him to make over 
himſelf and all that be hath for the Good of his Peo- 
ple; ſo where true Love to God is, tis ſuch a com- 
municative Love, that it makes the Soul give himſelf, 
and all that he is and hath to the Lord; he commits 
his Soul, Body and all the Concerns of his Salvation 
to him. (9 ) God's Love to his People is a diſlinguiſh- 
ing Lowe, he loves them above all others, fince thou 
ewaſt precious in my Sight, &c. Iſa. xliii. 3, 4. So their 
Love to him is'ſaperlative Love, they love him above 
all Things, and in all Things he hath the Preeminence. 
(.) God's Love to his People 7s in Chriſt, they are 
accepted in the Be/aved ; ſo true Love to God, is a 
Love to God in Chriſt, out of Chriſt they cannot 
love him, but fear and fly from him; but in Chriſt. he 
is amiable and lovely to them. Now by theſe Things 
you may try whether you love God, ſo as your Love 
is a Fruit of his firſt loving you. 

Exbortation. Is God's Love to his People the cauſe 
of their Love to him, then be exhorted, (1.) To 
feek the View of God's Love to you. (2.) To render 
him Love for Love. (1.) Seek a /iew of God's Love 
fo you, ſay not in your Heart, Alas, all are not loved 
of God, and it may be not you: But rather ſay, Many 
are the Objects of his Love, and why not me? Why, 
fay you, the firſt Object of Faith cannot be to believe 
that God hath loved me? Indeed you cannot know 
God's Love to you till he manifeſt the ſame, and he 
does not manifeit his Love but in Chriſt, in whom is 
proclaimed Peace on Earth and Good will te rds 
Men, becauſe Chriſt hath brought in Glory to God in 
the Higheſt ;: and therefore the way to know the 
Love ot God to you, is to believe in his beloved Son, 


and ſo to believe his Love and Ggod-will in him; 
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and in coming to him the Love of God is known and 


believed, How do the Saints win to know the Love 

of God to them? It is even by believing his Love in 

Chriſt, 1 John iv 16. We have known and believed 
the Lowe that God bath to us. If you look to God out 
of Chriſt, you never ſee his Love to you, or any Sinner 
like you, but Wrath and Vengeance iſſued out againſt 
you: But if you look to God in Chriſt, then you may 
ſee Good-will towards Men, for God is in Chrift re- 
conciling the World to 2 Why, ſay you, I can- 
not find any Love in my Heart towards God, and 
there fore how can I believe his Love, or his Heart to 
be towards me ? Indeed, Man, you'll never Love God 
till you take up ſomething of his Love and Good- 
will towards you; your way of doing is a prepoſterous 
Courſe, and a way to rob God of his Glory, to think 
you muſt love him firſt, and then expect that he will 
love you: Lay down your carnal Reaſoning, and ſeek 
Grace tb apprehend the Mercy of God in Chriſt, 
and that will open your Soul to let out Love towards 
him. Why, ſay you, I ſee no Ground why he ſhould 
love me ! there is no Cauſe, no Reaſon in the World, 
but all the Reaſon in the World, why he ſhould not 
love me, and therefore how can I be perſwaded of 


his Thoughts of Love towards me? Anſwer, God 


ſpeaks Love; Mercy and Good-will towards you Man, 
ou Woman, by this Goſpel, as particularly as ever 
e did to any Elect Soul, the Day before he met with 
the Day of Power: For the general Tenders of Grace 
in the Goſpel are to all, and as for a Cauſe of Love, 
he hath as much Cauſe to fix his Love on you as 


ever he had upon any of the Children of Men, that 


is, he had no Cauſe at all without himſelf; and if you 
can win to believe his Grace and Good-will towards 
you, and that by a Faith of his own Operation, you 
Mall not be deceived. When I call you to believe thus, 
I am not calling you to fancy that God loves you, or 
to perſwade your ſelves in a natural way; nay, I call 


you to a ſaving Faith, which I know you can never at- 
tain unto without a pull of Omnipotency, and if that 
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Power accompany the Call, then the Duty called to 
will be put in Practice, and not otherwile ; therefore 


Ol ſeek the Power of God to petſwade you of the Good - 


will of God in Chriſt. All that hear me are obliged to 
receive Chriſt as a Token of God's Love, For God fo 
loved the Warld, that he gave, his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believerh on him, and receiveth him, 
might not periſb, &c. He that believeth ſhall be ſaved, 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned. If there be in- 
ſuperable Difficulties and Objections in your way, 1 
cannot help it; the God who calls you can remove 
them, but it is at your Peril, if you reject his Call, you 


' ſhall never have it to ſay in Hell that the Good-will 


and Favour of God was never proclaim'd to you, for 
F take the Mountains and Hills that are in your View 
to Witneſs, that I proclaim thro*' Chriſt, Peace on 
Earth, and Good-will towards Men, and that, God tis 
in Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf. Why would 
you have the greateſt Sinner, and vileſt Debauchee a- 
mong us all to believe the Love and Good-will of 
God towards them? Anſwer, While you're in a ſinful 
State, you're indeed under the Wrath and Curſe of 
God ; and if you continue therein, you'll be damned 
for ever as fure as God lives, and you'll continue therein 
for ever, unleſs you come to get the Apprehenſion of 
the Mercy of God in Chriſt: But whenever you get 
this Apprehenſion of God's Love, then I defy you to 
continue in a State of Sin, or in a Courſe of Sin and 
Enmity. Will a Man receive Chriſt and believe the 
Love of God in him, and yet keep faſt hold of his 
Luſts ? Nay I defy him, it is impoſſible, and therefore 
it is to kill your Enmity and deſtroy your Sin that God 
would have you to believe his Good-will in Chriſt. 
I remember'that Story of a godly Man that ſaid to a 
Witch, when nothing elſe could ſoften her Heart, I 
do, ſays he, in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, charge you 
to come to Chriſt for Salvation, to come to him for 
Faith, Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sin, and you 2 
have Acceptance, and be received into the Fawour o 

God in him; the poor Wretch was made to ſay, O Sir! 
Shall I believe your Words? My Life for you, ſays he, 

- — 8 ; 


8.) | 
Ghoſt ; Chriſt is the l in the Father is 
like Honey in the Flower, it muſt be in the Comb, be- 
fore it be for out Uſe, Chriſt muſt extract and prepare 
this Honey for us. And O, how ſweet is that Love, 
that runs thro” ſuch a Channel In a Word, Conſider, 
the Excellency of the Grace of Lowe. Love to God is 
the fulfilling of the Law, ail that it requires is Love; 
Lowe is the great Qualification of the Saints above; 
the more Love you have, the more like Heaven will 
8 be, and the more Lowe the more Meetneſs for 
eaven : Heaven would be a Burden, and a Weai- 
neſs to you; if you had not Lowe you would thraw 
your ſelf out of Heaven into Hell. it you have Love 
you will find it make every Duty pleaſant, the Obe- 
dience of Lowe is ſweet Obedience. Yea, Lewe will 
make all your Croſſes to be Comforts ; where there is 
little or no Lowe, the Crofs is unſapportable ; the Man 
crys, O, a bitter Croſs ! O, the Gall and Wormwood ! 
Yea, but Lowe would be like the Tree caſt into the 
Waters of Marah, to make them become ſweet. If 
you have much Lowe it will make you ſay of Afflicti- 
on, O, this is the Cup that ny kind Father hath put 
in my Hand, And ſhall T not drink it? Welcome 
whatever he ſends: O love the Lord ye his Saints, and 
manifeſt your Zowe by your Obedience; will you ren- 
der him Hatred for Lowe? O, let his Lowe to you warm 
your Heart with Lowe to him, and in order thereto, 
1. O do not doubt of his Love to you, beware of re- 
nouncing that which engagesyou to love him ; it is the 
Devil's great Aim to have you doubting God's Lowe, 
that ſo you may not love God again. 2. Attend all 
his Zove Viſits, and thankfully receive them; think not 
little of his ordinary Viſits, when in any Meafure he 
manifeſts his Lowe thro'the Lattices of Ordinances ; deſ- 
pile not the Day of /mall Things, and eſpecially, O make 
much of his extraordinary Love Viſits, when he mounts 
you up at any Time into the Chariot paved with Lowe, 
3. Take heed of abuſing his Lowe, beware of ſpot- 
ing your Garments with the Fleſh, after God bas 
ſpread his Skirt aver you To Sin againſt Lowe is a 
dreadfully aggravated Sin. It was a foul blot upon 
1 ö f Solomon 


„ ww 3#fky wow OB 


_ Þ 4.d XV Fa —_ 
. 


- Solomon that his. Heart was turned. from the Lord, 
After that the Lord God of Iſrael had appeared to 
' him twice, 1 Kings xi. 9. 4. Beware of Confidence 


in the Fleſh, and expecting that your Lowe ſhould in- 
fluence God tò do you Good ; the Love of Chriſt muſt 
cenſtrain you ; think not that your Duties and Obe- 
dience ſhould conſtrain him. O beware of inverting 
the Goſpel at this Rate, and turning it upſide down. 
If his Love excite you to Love and Obedience, then 
your Love and Obedience does not excite him to love 
you. We might fear every Day that the Heart of 
God would be turned to hate us, if our Hopes of a- 
biding in his Favour wete built upon our beſt Love 
and Obedience. I would - ſend away the Haters of 
God with a Word of Terror. Know that if you cans 
not be perſuaded to the Love of God, if his Lowe 
dozs. not break you in Time, his Vengeance will 
break you to Eternity. The Enemies of the Lord ſball 
be like the Fat of Rams, they (hall rang. into SmoaR 
Hall they canſume-away, If you love not Chriſt, 
know what the Apoſtle ſays, If any Man lowe not 
bur Lord Feſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema. Tl tell 
you what is ſaid, The Day is coming, wherein % 
Hall ſay to the Rocks and Mountains, fall on us, &c. 


- You'll ly for ever under the hery Mountain of Divine 


Vengeance. Pll tell you what is yet ſadder, and 
you'll think ſtrange what that can be; in ſhort it is 
ſad, that before this Day eight Days, all that I am 
ſaying will be forgotten. Yea, before the Morrow at 
this Time, the Impreſſion of all will be gone, &c. I 
would ſend away the Lovers of Chrift, the Lovers of 
God with a Word of Comfort. You love God, at d 
God loves you, and God's Lowe to you is Ground of 
Comfort. 1. In what you have; what you have in 
Poſſeſſion, you have it with a Bleſſing, what you have 
in Expectation in the Promiſe, is in Love; and there» 
fore the Promiſe is free, becauſe of God's Love in it; 
the Promiſe is firm, becauſe of his Love in it. Com- 
fort, 2. In what you want; ſince you have God's 
Love, you ſball not want. Comfort in what you 
tear, you need not fear no Evil, &. Comtort in what 

| you 
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ſuſtained and ſupported; and tho? you may ſuffer the 
Loſs of Gifts, Goods, Liberty, Life, yet you cannot 
Joſs God, Chriſt, the Spirit, Grace, Heaven, F God's 
everlaſting Love. O go away with the comfortable 
Senſe of his Lowe. In a Word, Are you Lovers of 
God? O go away rejoicing in it, that he ffiſi loved 
J; he is not behind Hand with you, he loved pb 


before you lowed him, 
of God from Eternity; you was redeemed by the 


Blood of Chriſt, you're certainly effectually called 3 
Hor they that lowe him, are the called according” ts h 
enjoy 
f you 


Purpoſt; and the Day comes, when you hh 
the Object of your Lede in a full Manner: 
be true lovers of Chriſt, T-certity you the. Time is 
coming, When you ſhall ſee Chi as he is, and be 


For ever with the Lord, and enjoy bim for evermore, 


and love without Decay, and love without Wearying 
ſhall be your everlaſting Exerciſe: You ſhall rejoice in 
an impiediateEnjoyment of him, You were upon his 
Heart from Eternity; You are. upon his Heart this 


Day in Heaven, for you his Eternal Son came to the 


World,” for you he ſiveg, ſor you he died, your love 
to Chriſt is a Reflex of his and his Father's love to 
vou; und not a-true lover of Chriſt here, but hath as 
good Ground to ſay as ever Paul had, Ve loved me, 


and gave bimſelf for me; your love to him is an in- 


fallible Pledge of his antient love to you, a Pledge of 
his preſent love to you, and a Pfedge of the future 
Enjoyment of him. O let your Heart, and Life, 
and Tongue, and all that is within you, amd without 

ou, and about you, vent love to him, and ſay, „. 


You was elected by the Grace 


| „ > 
Jou do, 4% your Services will be accepted, all your 
Sins pardoned, tho“ he ſhould take Vengeance on poly ©; 
* Tnventions. Comfort in what you ſuffer, you ſhall be 
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